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Resources: Motherhood
This document contains a list of facts and figures on the themes and sub-themes of the Imagining Ourselves online exhibit (www.imow.org), for March through June 2007. You’ll also find here a list of films and recommended readings on these topics.

This is by no means a comprehensive list—just some suggestions go get you started! Please feel free to email us at partners@imow.org if you have suggestions to add or feedback.  Enjoy!

Maternal Health
1.  According to a 2006 UN Report, each day in Africa 700 women die of pregnancy-related causes.  (Source: From “Opportunities For Africa’s Newborns,” http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/publications/execsum.pdf )

2.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, it is estimated that each year more than half a million women – roughly one woman every minute – die as a result of pregnancy complications and childbirth.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
3.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, 99 per cent of all maternal deaths occur in developing countries, with over 90 per cent of those in Africa and Asia. (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
4.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, two thirds of maternal deaths in 2000 occurred in 13 of the world’s poorest countries.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
5.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, in 2000, India alone accounted for one quarter of all maternal deaths.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
6.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, one out of every 16 sub-Saharan African women will die as a result of pregnancy or childbirth, compared to just 1 out of every 4,000 in industrialized countries.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
7.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, each year, over 500,000 women die as a result of pregnancy-related causes, and many others suffer lifelong health complications.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
8.  The 2003 global report on maternal mortality by the World Health Organization, UNICEF and United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) reports that “of the estimated 529,000 maternal deaths in 2000, 95 per cent occurred in Africa and Asia, while only 4 per cent (22,000) occurred in Latin America and the Caribbean, and less than one per cent (2,500) in the more developed regions of the world.” (Source: From Maternal Deaths Still Unacceptably High, http://www.unfpa.org/mothers/statistics.htm )
9.  According to a 2000 UN Report, of women who die of pregnancy-related causes, 24 per cent die during pregnancy; 16 per cent during delivery; and 61 per cent after delivery, from post-partum haemorrhage, hypertensive disorders and sepsis.  (Source: From “The State of World Population,” http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2000/english/ch02.html )
10.  The UNFPA annual report from 2005 states that, “the world’s highest maternal death rate occurs in Badakshan, Afghanistan, where 40 per cent of girls marry by the age of 15.”  (Source: From “Improving Reproductive Health, Making Motherhood Safer,” http://www.unfpa.org/upload/lib_pub_file/615_filename_annual-report_05.pdf )

11.  According to a 2005 report from WHO, the most common cause of maternal death is severe bleeding, a major cause of death in both developing and developed countries.  (Source: From “The world health report 2005 - make every mother and child count,” http://www.who.int/whr/2005/chapter4/en/index1.html )

12.  According to a 1999 UNICEF report from the United Nations Children’s Fund, “…by the end of the year 2000, a cumulative total of 13 million children…lost their mother or both parents to AIDS, and 10.4 million of them (were) under the age of 15.” (Source: From “Children Orphaned By AIDS: Front-line responses from eastern and southern Africa,” http://www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren/knowmore/files/pub_aids_en.pdf ) 
13.  According to a 1999 UNICEF report from the United Nations Children’s Fund, “studies in urban households of Côte d’Ivoire…show that when a family member has AIDS, average income falls by 52 to 67 per cent, while expenditures on health care quadruple.”  (Source: From “Children Orphaned By AIDS: Front-line responses from eastern and southern Africa,” http://www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren/knowmore/files/pub_aids_en.pdf )
14.  According to a 1999 UNICEF report, “over 25 per cent of women attending antenatal clinics in the urban centres of Blantyre and Lilongwe test positive for HIV, and girls aged 15–24 are six times more likely to be sero-positive than boys the same age.”  (Source: From “Children Orphaned By AIDS: Front-line responses from eastern and southern Africa,” http://www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren/knowmore/files/pub_aids_en.pdf )
15.  According to a 2000 UN Report, each year, women undergo an estimated 50 million abortions, 20 million of which are unsafe; some 78,000 women die and millions suffer injuries and illness as a result.  (Source: From “The State of World Population,” http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2000/english/ch02.html )
16.  According to a 2000 UN Report, at least one fourth of all unsafe abortions are to girls aged 15-19.  (Source: From “The State of World Population,” http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2000/english/ch02.html )
17.  According to a 2000 UN Report, Effective post-abortion care would significantly reduce maternal mortality rates by as much as one fifth in many low-income countries.  (Source: From “The State of World Population,” http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2000/english/ch02.html )
18.  According to a 2000 UN Report, each year, approximately 20 million unsafe abortions are performed worldwide, resulting in nearly 80,000 maternal deaths and hundreds of thousands of disabilities.  (Source: From “Safe Motherhood: A Matter of Human Rights,” http://www.un.org/Pubs/chronicle/2005/issue2/0205p14.html ) 

19.  According to a 2000 UN Report, in some countries, unsafe abortion is the most common cause of death, but it is also one of the most easily preventable and treatable.  (Source: From “Safe Motherhood: A Matter of Human Rights,” http://www.un.org/Pubs/chronicle/2005/issue2/0205p14.html ) 
20.  According to a 2001 WHO report, current estimates indicate that 71% of women in the developing world are attended at least once during pregnancy by skilled health personnel (doctor, nurse or midwife).  (Source:  From “Antenatal Care in Developing Countries,”

http://www.childinfo.org/areas/antenatal/ )
21.  According to a 2006 United Nations Report, each year in Africa, 30 million women become pregnant, and 18 million give birth at home without skilled care.  (Source: From “Opportunities for Africa’s Newborns,” http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/publications/execsum.pdf )
22.  According to a 2000 UN Report, 70 per cent of births in the developing world are preceded by even a single antenatal visit. Each year, 38 million women receive no antenatal care. (Source: From “The State of World Population,” http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2000/english/ch02.html )
Pregnancy and Childbirth
1.  According to a United Nations Report published in 1997, out-of-marriage births have increased more than 50 per cent in the last 20 years in developed countries. (Source: From “Women at a Glance,” http://www.un.org/ecosocdev/geninfo/women/women96.htm#labour ) 
2.  According to a 2000 UN Report, only about half of all pregnant women receive tetanus injections; tetanus currently kills more than 300,000 children under age 5 each year. (Source: From “The State of World Population,” http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2000/english/ch02.html )
3.  According to a 2000 UN Report, in the developing countries, only 53 per cent of all births are professionally attended.  This translates into the neglect of 52.4 million women each year. (Source: From “The State of World Population,” http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2000/english/ch02.html )
4.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, motherless newborns are between 3 and 10 times more likely to die than newborns whose mothers survive.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
5.  According to a 2006, United Nations Report, every year in sub-Saharan Africa 1.16 million babies die in the first month of life, and another million babies are stillborn. (Source: From “Opportunities for Africa’s Newborns,” http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/publications/execsum.pdf )
6.  According to a 2006 United Nations Report, each day in Africa 3,100 newborns die, and another 2,400 are stillborn.  (Source: From “Opportunities for Africa’s Newborns,” http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/publications/execsum.pdf )

7.  According to a 2006 United Nations Report, 1 in every 4 child deaths (under five years) in Africa is a newborn baby.  (Source: From “Opportunities for Africa’s Newborns,” http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/publications/execsum.pdf )

8.  According to a 2006 United Nations Report, in Africa the top three causes of newborn death are infections, pre maturity, and asphyxia.  (Source: From “Opportunities for Africa’s Newborns,” http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/publications/execsum.pdf )

9.  According to a 2006 United Nations Report, up to half a million African babies die on the day they are born.  (Source: From “Opportunities for Africa’s Newborns,” http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/publications/execsum.pdf )
10.  According to a 2006 United Nations Report, two thirds of newborn deaths in

Africa could be avoided – 800,000 lives saved each year – if essential interventions already in policy reached 90 percent of African mothers and newborns.  (Source: From “Opportunities for Africa’s Newborns,” http://www.who.int/pmnch/media/publications/execsum.pdf )

11.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, an estimated 14 million adolescents between 15 and 19 give birth each year.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
12.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, girls under 15 are five times more likely to die during pregnancy and childbirth than women in their

twenties.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
13.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, if a mother is under 18, her baby’s chance of dying in the first year of life is 60 per cent greater than that of a baby born to a mother older than 19.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
Work and Family
1.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, women who have access to meaningful, income-producing work are more likely to increase their families’ standards of living, leading children out of poverty.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
2.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, household chores, such as fetching water, gathering firewood or caring for the young or infirm, are delegated to mothers and daughters, which keeps them out of the paid labour force or school.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
3.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, women and girls are often recruited into domestic work outside their own homes and may be forced to live away from their families, at times in oppressive, dangerous conditions.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
4.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 report on Human Development, when women are locked out of decisions regarding household income and other resources, they and their children are more likely to receive less food, and to be denied essential health services and education.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ 
5.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development , in only10 out of the 30 developing countries surveyed did half or more of women participate in all household decisions, including those regarding major household spending, their own health care and their visits with friends or relatives outside the home.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
6.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, if men and women had equal influence in decision-making, the incidence of underweight children under three years old in South Asia would fall by up to 13 percentage points, resulting

in 13.4 million fewer undernourished children in the region; in sub-Saharan Africa, an additional 1.7 million children would be adequately nourished.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
7.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, in 7 of the 15 countries surveyed in sub-Saharan Africa, more than 40 per cent of women indicated that their husbands had exclusive control over daily household expenditures.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
8.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, in the Middle East and North Africa and South Asia, approximately 30 per cent of women felt excluded from decisions on household purchases, while in those countries surveyed CEE/CIS, East Asia and Pacific and Latin America and Caribbean, women reported having a greater degree of control over these decisions.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
9.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, in Nigeria, 78 per cent of women indicated that their husbands have exclusive control over large purchases.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
10.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, in the Philippines an estimated 3 million to 6 million children (10 per cent to 20 per cent of all under-18s) have been left by parents working overseas.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
11.  According to the 1999 UNICEF report from the United Nations Children’s Fund, in Botswana, 47 per cent of households are headed by women, most of whom are single.  (Source: From “Children Orphaned By AIDS: Front-line responses from eastern and southern Africa,” http://www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren/knowmore/files/pub_aids_en.pdf )
12.  According to the 1999 UNICEF report from the United Nations Children’s Fund, “female-headed households make up the majority of all the households living in poverty.”  (Source: From “Children Orphaned By AIDS: Front-line responses from eastern and southern Africa,” http://www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren/knowmore/files/pub_aids_en.pdf )
13.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, a 2002 survey found that male-headed families with children and a wife on parental leave are the typical poor households in many East European countries.  (Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)
14.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, in Russia women in single-mother households on average work longer hours than women in two parent households.  (Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)

15.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, in Russia, the percentage of working-age women who hold jobs is slightly higher among women in single-mother households (71%) than in two –parent households (67%).  (Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)
16.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, in Russia, single mothers are disadvantaged in obtaining better paid private-sector jobs because of their need for work flexibility and their inability to work long hours.  (Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)
17.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, single mothers suffer doubly – as women and as single mothers – from Russia’s vertical and horizontal job segregation and pay discrimination (Russian women earned only 56% of the average male salary in 2000).  (Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)
18.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, in Russia, child benefits are inadequate and the number of childcare facilities is insufficient.  (Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)
19. Single parent women are raising 20 million children under the age of 18. 

(SOURCE: Raise the Nation http://www.raisethenation.org/RTNLibrary/RTNResearch.html)
20. 32% of a single parent women's weekly income is spent on childcare- this figure nearly doubles when more than one child needs day care. 

(SOURCE: Raise the Nation http://www.raisethenation.org/RTNLibrary/RTNResearch.html) 
21. In 1998, about 77 percent of single mothers in the US worked. Of mothers with children under age one, almost 60 percent worked.
(SOURCE: "Employment Characteristics of Families in 1998," News Release May 25, 1999, U.S. Bureau of Labor. http://www.allprodad.com/4financialstatsforsingleparents.asp )
22. In 1998, the median income for single mother households in the US was $18,000; for single father households the income was $30,000. (The median income for married-couple families with children was $57,000.)
(SOURCE: "Historical Income Tables–Families," Bureau of the Census, www.census.gov, Last revised October 4, 1999.http://www.allprodad.com/4financialstatsforsingleparents.asp )
23. 78% of all single parent women are employed  (Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics taken from Raise the Nation http://www.raisethenation.org/RTNLibrary/RTNResearch.html)

24. If single working mothers earned as much as comparable men, their family incomes would increase by nearly 17% and their poverty rates would be cut in half, from 25.3% to 12.6%. (SOURCE: AFL-CIO, Institute for Women's Policy Research, Raise the Nation http://www.raisethenation.org/RTNLibrary/RTNResearch.html )


25. 9.3 percent of Australian families with children under 15 are headed by a single mother. (Source: National and State Summary Tables," Australian Social Trends, Family and Community: National Summary, Australian Bureau of Statistics (check) (July 12, 2005). Accessed at: http://www.abs.gov.au/Ausstats/abs@.nsf/94713ad445ff1425ca25682000192af2/2f6217fec4a8fa37ca256ea70082b950!OpenDocument .See : http://www.pobronson.com/factbook/pages/43.html#1695) 

26. 10 percent of households in Trinidad and Tobago are headed by single mothers. 
(Source: Godfrey St. Bernard, "Major Trends Affecting Families in Central America and the Caribbean," Major Trends Affecting Families: A Background Document, Report for United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Division for Social Policy and Development, Program on the Family (May 23, 2003), p. 11. Report archived at: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/Publications/mtstbernard.pdf and Tables archived at: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/Publications/mtstbtables.pdf See : http://www.pobronson.com/factbook/pages/43.html#1695)
27. When single moms work evenings, only slightly more than 35 percent eat with their children at least five days a week. 
( Source: 24/7 Economy's Work Schedules Are Family Unfriendly and Suggest Needed Policy Changes," Amer. Sociological Assoc. Press Release (May 25, 2004). See : http://www.pobronson.com/factbook/pages/43.html#1695
28.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, in many countries, new parents, in the vast majority of cases mothers, receive 3-12 months’ paid leave from their jobs at full or almost full salary.  (Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)
29.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, between 1990 and 2000, the number of births in Hungary declined by about 30 per cent, yet the proportion of women on parental leave actually increased by at least 20 per cent, an indication that as job market opportunities disappear, women are turning to government subsidies as a form of income and are no longer classified as unemployed, looking for work.  (Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)
30.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, in

Australia, in addition to flexible working hours, 35 per cent of labour agreements

in large firms and 8 per cent in small firms include at least one family friendly policy.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
31.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, in Sweden, working families are allowed 12 months of paid parental leave, to be divided between parents as they desire, provided that only one parent is on leave at any given time.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
32.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, aided by the right to reduce their working hours until children go to school, almost half the mothers in dual-earner families in Sweden work less than 35 hours per week.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
33.  According to UNICEF’S 2007 report on Human Development, while some

countries encourage fathers to take temporary leave to care for their newborns, most countries continue to accept a traditional gender division of labour in which women stay

at home, out of the labour force.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )

34.  According to a 2003 report from the World Health Organization, the International Labor Organization Maternity Protection Convention No. 183 specifies that women should receive at least 14 weeks of paid maternity leave, one or more paid breastfeeding breaks daily or a daily reduction of hours of work to Breastfeed, job protection and non-discrimination for breastfeeding workers.  (Source: From “Infant and Young Child Feeding,” http://www.who.int/nutrition/publications/inf_assess_nnpp_eng.pdf )
35.  According to a 2003 report from the World Health Organization, the International Labor Organization Recommendation 191 specifies that women should receive 16 weeks of paid maternity leave; parental leave should be given; breastfeeding facilities should be available in the workplace.  (Source: From “Infant and Young Child Feeding,” http://www.who.int/nutrition/publications/inf_assess_nnpp_eng.pdf )
Parenting

1.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, educated

women are less likely to die in childbirth and are more likely to send their children to school.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
2.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, in Egypt, girls are expected to do the majority of work in the home.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
3.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, in Egypt, parents are often reluctant to send their girl children to school because educating them is not viewed as a good investment as they will soon marry and leave home.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
4.  According to UNICEF’s 2007 Human Development Report, in many countries in East and South-East Asia, parents send their daughters to work in domestic service because they see it as good preparation for marriage.  (Source: From “Women and Children: The Double Dividend of Gender Equality,” http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/ )
5.  According to a 2003 report from the World Health Organization, exclusive breastfeeding in the early months of life is correlated strongly with increased infant survival and lowered risk of illness, particularly from diarrhoeal disease.  (Source: From “Infant and Young Child Feeding,” http://www.who.int/nutrition/publications/inf_assess_nnpp_eng.pdf )
6.  According to a 2003 report from the World Health Organization, the Innocenti Declaration recommends that babies continue to be breastfed for up to two years of

age or beyond.  (Source: From “Infant and Young Child Feeding,” http://www.who.int/nutrition/publications/inf_assess_nnpp_eng.pdf )
7.  According to a 2006 report from UNICEF, it has been estimated that improved breastfeeding practices could save some 1.3 million children's lives each year if exclusive breastfeeding rates were raised to 90% levels.  (Source: From “Breast Feeding and Complementary Feeding,” http://www.childinfo.org/areas/breastfeeding/)
8.  According to a 2006 report from UNICEF,of the 133 million babies born each year, few receive optimal breastfeeding and some are not breastfed at all.  (Source: From “Breast Feeding and Complementary Feeding,” http://www.childinfo.org/areas/breastfeeding/)
9.  According to a 2006 report from UNICEF, breastmilk alone is the ideal nourishment for infants for about the first six months of life, combining the three fundamentals of sound nutrition - food, health and care.  (Source: From “Breast Feeding and Complementary Feeding,” http://www.childinfo.org/areas/breastfeeding/)
10.  According to a 2006 report from UNICEF, breastmilk alone contains all the nutrients, antibodies, hormones and antioxidants an infant needs to thrive.  (Source: From “Breast Feeding and Complementary Feeding,” http://www.childinfo.org/areas/breastfeeding/)

11.  According to a 2006 report from UNICEF, breastfeeding protects babies from diarrhea and acute respiratory infections, stimulates their immune systems and response to vaccination, and, according to some studies, confers cognitive benefits as well.  (Source: From “Breast Feeding and Complementary Feeding,” http://www.childinfo.org/areas/breastfeeding/)

12.  According to a 2006 report from UNICEF, only about one-third (36%) of all infants born in the developing world are exclusively breastfed for the first six months of life, and only about half receive complementary foods in a timely manner (51%).  (Source: From “Breast Feeding and Complementary Feeding,” http://www.childinfo.org/areas/breastfeeding/)
13.  According to a 2006 report from UNICEF, although global levels of continued breastfeeding are relatively high at one year of age (73%), only around half of infants are still breastfeeding at two years of age (46%).  (Source: From “Breast Feeding and Complementary Feeding,” http://www.childinfo.org/areas/breastfeeding/)
14.  According to a 2000 report from the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), “…In rural areas of Burundi, Africa, babies are breastfed beyond the age of 12 months, a practice which results in a natural spacing of births of about two years.”  (Source: From Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women,

 http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw35/pdf/cedaw.c.lca.q.6.add.pdf )

15.  According to a report in 2000 from the CEDAW, “…In Burundi Africa, natural breastfeeding does suffer in urban areas because of the unavailability of the mothers, who often go out to work, and because of competition from powdered milk.”  (Source: From Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women,

 http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw35/pdf/cedaw.c.lca.q.6.add.pdf )

Family structures

1.  According to the 1999 UNICEF report from the United Nations Children’s Fund, “more children have been orphaned by AIDS in Africa than anywhere else.” (Source: From “Children Orphaned by AIDS: Front-line responses from eastern and southern Africa,” http://www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren/knowmore/files/pub_aids_en.pdf )
2.  According to the 1999 UNICEF report from the United Nations Children’s Fund, “the deep-rooted kinship systems that exist in Africa, extended-family networks

of aunts and uncles, cousins and grandparents, are an age-old social safety net for such (orphaned) children that has long proved itself resilient even to major social changes.”  (Source: From “Children Orphaned By AIDS: Front-line responses from eastern and southern Africa,” http://www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren/knowmore/files/pub_aids_en.pdf)
3.  According to a 2006 UNIFEM Report, “in Russia nearly 15 percent of the female population over 18 live in households which consist only of women and children.”
(Source:  From “The Story Behind the Numbers,”  http://www.unifem.org/attachments/products/StoryBehindTheNumbers_eng.pdf)
4.  According to a 2003 UN Report, “the age at first marriage has risen to between the mid to late twenties in all regions of the world, often due to better educational and employment opportunities for women.”  (Source: From “Major Trends Affecting Families
A Background Document,” http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/Publications/mtrendsbg.htm) 
5.  According to a 2003 UN Report, “shifts from extended to nuclear families as well as rise of one-person households and of cohabitation became evident during the last 50 years.”  (Source: From “Major Trends Affecting Families A Background Document,” http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/Publications/mtrendsbg.htm)
6.  According to a 2003 UN Report, “household size has fallen to an average of 3.7 persons in East Asia, 4.9 in Southeast Asia, to 4.1 in the Caribbean, 5.7 in North Africa and to 2.8 in developed regions.”  (Source: From “Major Trends Affecting Families
A Background Document,” http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/Publications/mtrendsbg.htm)
7.  According to a 2003 UN Report, “falling fertility rates, migration, increases in divorce rates and increase in the number of older persons are responsible for smaller-size households.”  (Source: From “Major Trends Affecting Families A Background Document,” http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/Publications/mtrendsbg.htm)
8.  According to a 2003 UN Report, women have fewer children later in life.  (Source: From “Major Trends Affecting Families A Background Document,” http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/Publications/mtrendsbg.htm)
9.  According to a 2003 UN Report, current fertility rates are 1.57 children per woman in developed regions, 3.1 in less developed countries and 5.47 in least developed countries.  (Source: From “Major Trends Affecting Families A Background Document,” http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/Publications/mtrendsbg.htm)

10. Between six million and 10 million children of lesbian, gay and bisexual parents currently live in the United States. SOURCE: American Bar Association, 1987, Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere (COLAGE) See: http://www.womedia.org/taf_statistics.htm) 

11. One-third of lesbian households and one-fifth of gay male households have children.
( SOURCE: US Census Bureau of Household and Family Statistics, 2000 See: http://www.womedia.org/taf_statistics.htm)
. 
READING LIST
Maternal Health

1)The Invisible Heart: Economics and Family Values by Nancy Folbre (The New Press, 2001)

This book addresses an often-neglected yet basic problem in our society: balancing economic pursuits with care for others, particularly children, the elderly, and the infirm.

For more information visit: More http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbninquiry.asp?ISBN=1565847474&pdf=y&z=y#pDetails (USA)

2)MEDIA & HIV/AIDS in East and Southern Africa: A resource book(UNESCO:1999)

Although most Africans are aware of HIV/AIDS and have some idea as to how to protect themselves, the media still has a significant role in creating and sustaining public opinion and the political will to deal with the problem.

For more information visit: http://www.unesco.org/webworld/publications/media_aids/ 

(Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Nambia)

3)The Politics of Birth by Sheila Kitzinger (Books for Midwives: 2005)

Analyses ways in which birth and the social system perpetuate violence against women, and how we can create positive change. For more information visit: http://www.sheilakitzinger.com/BOOKs/PoliticsOfBirth.htm (United Kingdom)
4)Birthing the Nation: Strategies of Palestinian Women in Israel by Rhoda Kanaaneh (University of California Press: 2002)
In this rich, evocative study, Rhoda Ann Kanaaneh examines the changing notions of sexuality, family, and reproduction among Palestinians living in Israel.

For more information visit: http://www.ucpress.edu/books/pages/8923.html (Palestine, Israel)

New reproductive technologies 

5)The Politics of Duplicity: Controlling Reproduction in Ceausescu's Romania by Gail Kligman (University of California Press: 1998)
Gail Kligman's chilling ethnography of the state and of the politics surrounding reproduction, is the first in depth examination of extreme political intervention into the most intimate aspects of everyday life.

For more information visit: http://www.ucpress.edu/books/pages/8005.html (Romania)

6)Making Parents The Ontological Choreography of Reproductive Technologies by Charis Thompson (MIT Press: 2007)

Assisted reproductive technology (ART) makes babies and parents at once. Drawing on science and technology studies, feminist theory, and historical and ethnographic analyses of ART clinics, Charis Thompson explores the intertwining of biological reproduction with the personal, political, and technological meanings of reproduction. 

For more information visit: http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&tid=11226 (USA)

Choosing

7)Beggars and Choosers:How the Politics of Choice Shapes Adoption, Abortion, and Welfare in the United States by Rickie Solinger (Hill and Wang: 2002)

A thorough feminist history of public policy on abortion since Roe v. Wade, as well as a reconsideration of recent political strategy. Solinger shows how historical distinctions between women of color and white women, between poor and middle-class women, were used in new ways during the era of "choice."

For more information visit: http://www.amazon.com/Beggars-Choosers-Politics-Adoption-Abortion/dp/0809028603 (USA)

8)From China With Love: A Long Road to Motherhood by Emily Buchanan,  (John Wiley and Sons Ltd: 2005)
Although Emily Buchanan had a highly successful career in broadcasting and a loving husband there was something missing from her life: she desperately wanted children. After the trauma of three miscarriages, Emily and her husband Gerald were forced to accept the knowledge that they would not be able to have children of their own and decided to look into adoption.

For more information visit: http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0470093439.html (USA, China)
9)Passage to the Heart by Amy Klatzin (Yeong & Yeong Book Company; 1st edition: 1999)
A unique and informative collection of essays about adoption from China, straight from those involved - adoptive parents. An excellent resource for anyone interested or involved in adoption from China. For more information visit: http://www.adopt-familynetwork.com/bookstore.htm (China)
Pregnancy

10)Rediscovering Birth by Sheila Kitzinger (Atria:2001)

This is a work of social anthropology with political intentions. Kitzinger, a well-known birth educator and activist and author of the classic Pregnancy and Childbirth, wants to open women's eyes to the meanings of childbirth that have been lost through the adoption of the technocratic model of birth now prevalent in Europe and the United States. 

For more information visit: http://www.capersbookstore.com.au/scripts/shop_item.asp?by=a2z&item=685 (Europe, USA)

11)Promising Monsters: Pregnant Bodies, Artistic Subjectivity, and Maternal Imagination
Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy (21.1) by Betterton, Rosemary (Indiana University Press: 2006) For more information visit: http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/journals/hypatia/hyptoc21.html
Work and Family

12)Working Form The Margins, Voices of Mothers in Poverty by Virginia E. Schein (Cornell University Press: 1995)

Virginia E. Schein shatters the stereotype of mothers on welfare. The women she interviewed in cities, towns, and rural areas talked to her about their deep commitment to the children they are raising in poverty, about the abuse they have endured, about their eagerness for meaningful work, and about their inventiveness in stretching scarce dollars.

For more information visit: http://tnt.spidergraphics.com/cup8/cup_detail.taf?ti_id=2562 (USA)

13)Working Mothers: The Essential Guide by Denise Tyler (Forward Press)

mother@work Editor Denise Tyler has put together a practical handbook to help all women who are currently, or are planning to be, working mothers. Detailed information on financial help, work-life balance, flexible working options as well as dealing with the emotional and social changes and pressures. For more information visit:

http://www.motheratwork.co.uk/ (UK)

14)Imperfectly Natural Woman by Janey Lee Grace (Crown House:2005)

The most comprehensive and incisive book on getting life right the natural way.

For more information visit: http://www.imperfectlynatural.com/ (UK)

15)Confessions of the Other Mother edited by Harlyn Aizley (Beacon Press:2006)

A collection of first-person accounts by nonbiological lesbian mothers.

For more information visit: http://harlynaizley.com/othermother.html (USA)

Mother-daughter relationship

16)Why Different? by Luce Irigaray (Semiotext(e); 1st edition:1999)
Why Different? is a collection of interviews, conducted in both France and Italy, that deal explicitly with the relationship between daughter and mother, the sexuation of language, the symbolic order, and the importance of both history and philosophy for the liberation of the feminine subject.

For more information visit: http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&tid=8860 (France)

17)Bad Girls Edited by Marcia Tucker with essays by Marcia Tucker, Marcia Tanner, Linda Goode Bryant, and Cheryl Dunye (1994)
Bad Girls addresses questions of gender, race, class, age, and sex by challenging conventional ideas about motherhood, food, fashion, beauty, work, marriage, and psychoanalysis.

For more information visit:
http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&tid=4606(USA) 

18)Paula by Isabel Allende (Harper Collins: 1995)

During months in the hospital, the author began to write the story of her family for her unconscious daughter. For more information visit:
http://www.isabelallende.com/paula_frame.htm (Chile)

Historical background

19)Rise Up Singing: Black Women Writers on Motherhood

Compilation of Stories, Essays. Edited by Cecelie Berry (Doubleday: 2004)

For more information visit:
http://www.amazon.com/s/103-3818683-6022238?ie=UTF8&index=books&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank&field-author-exact=Berry%2C%20Cecelie
(USA)

20)Writing Women's Worlds: Bedouin Stories by Lila Abu-Lughod (California Press: 1993)

For more information visit: http://www.ucpress.edu/books/pages/6037.html (North Africa, Middle East)
21)Female Infanticide In India: A Feminist Cultural History by Rashmi Dube Bhatnagar, Renu Dube, and Reena Dube (State University of New York Press: 2005) (India)
22)Revolutionizing Motherhood: The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo by Marguerite Guzman Bouvard  (SR Books: 2002)  For more information visit:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mothers_of_the_Plaza_de_Mayo (Argentina)
23)Women in Medieval Japan: Motherhood, Household Management and Sexuality by Wakita Haruko (Select Books:2006)

For more information visit: http://www.selectbooks.com.sg/getTitle.cfm?SBNum=40377
(Japan)

24)Casting with a Fragile Thread: A Story of Sisters and Africa by Wendy Kann (Henry Holt and Co:2006)

Framed by the tragic death of her youngest sister in a car accident in Zambia, Kann's memoir tells the story of her and her sisters' coming-of-age in Zimbabwe, then called Rhodesia, at the twilight of the colonial era. Kann's parents' tumultuous marriage ended when Kann and her two sisters were very young, and because of their mother's drinking and mental instability, their father got custody of them.

For more information visit:

http://www.asiabookroom.com/AsiaBookRoom/search.cfm?UR=97375&search_stage=details&records_to_display=5 (Africa, USA)
25)Inventing Home: Emigration, Gender, and the Middle Class in Lebanon, 1870-1920 by Akram F. Khater (University of California Press: 2001)

For more information visit: http://www.ucpress.edu/books/pages/9252.html (Lebanon)

26)Histoire des mères et de la maternité en Occident by Yvonne Knibiehler and Catherine Fouquet (Presses Universitaires de France – PUF: 2002)

A History of Mothers and Maternity in the West.

For more information visit: http://www.amazon.fr/Histoire-m%C3%A8res-maternit%C3%A9-en-occident/dp/2130528600 (France)
27)La révolution maternelle: Femmes, maternité, citoyenneté depuis 1945 by Yvonne Knibiehler (Perrin:1997)

The Maternal Revolution: Women, Maternity, and Citizenship since 1945.

For more information visit: http://clio.revues.org/document402.html (France)
FILM LIST
Vovler, 2006 directed by Pedro Almodóvar

Country: Spain

Plot Outline: After her death, a mother returns to her home town in order to fix the situations she couldn't resolve during her life. Of her family left in the town, her ghost slowly becomes a comfort to her daughters, as well as her grandchild. (more) 
Dear Talula, 2006 directed by Lori Benson

Country: United States

Plot Outline: Filmmaker Lori Benson is a quintessential downtown New Yorker who was diagnosed with breast cancer just 14 months after the birth of her daughter Talula. With much grace and humor, Benson brings us along as her friends and husband document an emotionally charged year. (more)
Dôlé, 2001 by Imunga Ivanga

Country: Gabon

Plot Outline: The main character, Mougler, seems almost to be a sociological study of a ghetto youth slipping into a life of petty crime with an absent dissolute father, a strong, long-suffering mother. In a bid to raise money for his mother’s medicine, Mougler decides to rob a lottery kiosk. (more)
House Of Sand, 2006 by Andrucha Waddington
Country: Brazil

Plot Outline: Áurea's saga starts in 1910, when, in pursuing a dream she never shared, she arrives in a caravan at a labyrinth of sand in Maranhão, northern Brazil. The film follows two lives for three generations, presenting Áurea's daughter and, later, her granddaughter. (more)

Goodbye Lenin, 2003 directed by Wolfgang Becker

Country: Germany

Plot Outline: In 1990, to protect his fragile mother from a fatal shock after a long coma; a young man must keep her from learning that her beloved nation of East Germany as she knew it has disappeared. (more)
Secrets And Lies, 1996 by Mike Leigh

Country: France, UK

Plot Outline: Successful black woman traces her birth mother to a lower-class white woman, who denies it; emotions run high as everyone's secrets are exposed. (more)
The Joy Luck Club, 1993 directed by Wayne Wang

Country: China-USA

Plot Outline: The life histories of four Asian women and their daughters reflect and guide each other. (more)
Teen Mothers, 2006 directed by Sandra Werneck

Country: Brazil

Plot Outline: A stark and honest look at the explosion of teen pregnancy in Brazil, Teen Mothers is an award-winning documentary that follows four young girls, ages 13 to 15, through the course of their pregnancies and into the early days of motherhood.

Bajo California (El Limite Del Tiempo), 1998 by Carlos Bolado 

Country: Mexico

Plot Outline: A riveting examination of a man’s odyssey into family, identity, nature and the healing power of art. Damián is a successful environmental artist who’s been the driver in a hit-and-run accident with a pregnant woman crossing the Mexico-U.S. border. Tormented by guilt, Damián, whose own wife is about to have their first child, abandons his home to seek redemption. He embarks on a physical and spiritual journey to his ancestral homeland in Baja California. (more)

Daughters of War, 1998 directed by Maria Barea
Country: Germany/Peru,

Plot Outline: This is the first episode in the documentary film series GIRLS AROUND THE WORLD exploring the lives of 17 year old girls on their journey to womanhood. (more)
The Audition, 1989 directed by Anna Campion

Country: Australia

Plot Outline: The audition described in the title is that which Edith (the mother) performs for a small cameo in Jane's "An Angel at My Table," though willful Jane is actually far more excited to give her mother the part than pessimistic, fretful Edith is to play it. Gentle meditation on a mother and daughter played by a real-life mother and daughter. (more)

Daughter Rite, 1979 directed by Michelle Citron

Country: United States

Plot Outline: This documentary combines home movies, a dreamlike voice-over and scripted cinema vérité sequences to extend the language of feminist documentary. (more)
Searching for Go-Hyang, 1998 videotaped by Tammy Tolle

Country: Korea/US
Plot Outline: A moving personal documentary that traces the return of twin sisters to their native Korea after a fourteen year absence. Sent away by their parents for the promise of a better life in the US, they instead suffered mental and physical abuse by their adoptive parents. (more)
The Body Beautiful, 1990 by Ngozi Onwurah

Country: UK

Plot Outline: This bold, stunning exploration of a white mother who undergoes a radical mastectomy and her Black daughter who embarks on a modeling career reveals the profound effects of body image and the strain of racial and sexual identity on their charged, intensely loving bond. (more)
A Life Outside Convention, 2002 by Renee McCormick
Country: UK
Plot Outline: This video profiles three extraordinary women who chose to defy society's conventional expectations and to build fulfilling lives without becoming mothers: Molly Peacock, a poet, memoirist and cofounder of New York City's Poetry in Motion program; Jane Weizel, a world-ranked marathon runner, coach and counselor; and Carol Bronte, a nurse-midwife.(more)
Le château de ma mère, 1990 directed by Yves Robert 

Country: France

Plot Outline: Every holiday Marcel and his family go to their cottage in the Provence (France). He likes the hills in this region. Before they arrive at the cottage they have to walk about 5 miles. (more)

Todo Sobre Mi Madre (All About My Mother), 1999 directed by Pedro Almodovar

Country: Spain, France

Plot Outline: Young Esteban want to become a writer and also to discover the identity of his father, carefully concealed by the mother Manuela. (more)
Andre’s Mother, 1990 written by Terrence McNally

Country: United States

Plot Outline: Set at Andre’s memorial service, the film follows Katherine’s journey as she confronts the death of her son, the anguish of his lover Cal Porter and in flashbacks, the key moments of denial and miscommunication with those closest to her.

(more)
For My Children 2002, by Aviad Michal
Country: Israel

Plot Outline: In October 2000, as the second Palestinian Intifada erupts, Israeli filmmaker Michal Aviad begins a video exploration about both the moral and mundane dilemmas she faces every day in Tel Aviv. (more)
Las Madres (The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo) 1985 Susana Blaustein Muñoz/Lourdes Portillo
Country: Argentina

Plot Outline: This inspiring documentary tells the history of the group of mothers of the desaparecidos who organized to protest the military dictatorship's practice of "disappearing" its critics.
 (more)
Mother, 1926 by Marina Goldovskaya
Country: Russia/ Soviet Union, 
Plot Outline: Since the time of the Soviet Union, Russia has been a country of great secrecy and oppression. Even now, there is a scandal over the suspicious death of a prominent Russian journalist. (more)

Mother and Son, 1998 by Aleksandr Sokurov
Country: Russia, 

Plot Outline: A slow and poignant story of love and patience told via a dying mother nursed by her devoted son.
(more)
Mother of Kings, 1982 by Matka Krolow
Country: Poland 

Plot Outline: An impoverished widowed mother expecting her fourth child deals with nearly 25 years of political oppression in this stark drama. (more)

My Mother Likes Women, 2002 by Daniela Fejerman and Inés París
Country: Spain
Plot Outline: Sofia introduces her three adult daughters to her new lover who is their age and happens to be a woman...(more)
On the Eighth Day, 1992 by Gwynne Basen
Country: Canada
Plot Outline: Critical viewing about new reproductive and genetic technologies which poses disturbing questions about why these technologies are being developed and how they may affect the lives of women and society as a whole. (more)
Spirit of My Mother, 2003 by Ali Allie
Country: Honduras/Latin America 
Plot Outline A Garifuna woman returns to Honduras to forget her past and rediscover herself. (more)
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