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Resources: Young Men 

This document contains a list of facts and figures on the themes and sub-themes of the Imagining Ourselves online exhibit (www.imow.org), for January and February 2007. You’ll also find here a list of films and recommended readings on these topics.

This is by no means a comprehensive list—just some suggestions go get you started! Please feel free to email us at partners@imow.org if you have suggestions to add or feedback.  Enjoy!

Relationships

1.In the United States, in 2000 the median age of men at their first marriage was 26.8, whereas the median for women was 25.1. 
(SOURCE: - Age data from the U. S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports (2000), "Estimated 

2. 21 percent of teenage children in the United States live with a single parent who is divorced or separated, while 22 percent live in a two-parent household with one stepparent. The remaining teenagers live with a never-married single parent (6 percent), a widowed single parent (3 percent), or cohabiting adults (6 percent). (SOURCE: Fagan, Patrick and Robert Rector “The Affects of Divorce on America.” 5 June, 2005, (http://www.dadsnow.org/studies/heritage1.htm).)

3. Of the more than 2,000 South African men surveyed by the Men as Partners Program, 58% had never used a condom and 35% had previously had a Sexually Transmitted Infection. With regard to gender relations and violence, 22% of men approved of a man's striking his partner, while more than half blamed women for provoking rape by the way they dressed or by walking alone after dark. (SOURCE: Engender Health, “Country by Country: South Africa,” (http://www.engenderhealth.org/ia/cbc/south_africa.html).) 
4. The annual marriage rate in the United States is about 9 new marriages for every 1,000 people. The proportion of married American adults declined from 72 percent in 1970 to 60 percent in 1998. (SOURCE: http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761574825_3/Marriage.html)

5. In the mid-1940s the annual marriage rate in Canada was 11 new marriages for every 1,000 people. Today 5 new marriages take place each year for every 1,000 people. About half of the current adult population of Canada is married. (SOURCE: http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761574825_3/Marriage.html)

6. Online dating statistics from a survey by The Sunday Times indicate that email relationships can be far more intimate than normal dating. Women are most likely to find a potential lover online, with 52% of men admitting to having had an online romance, compared to 72% of women. (SOURCE: Orat, James, Online Dating Statistics, 22 June, 2006, (http://www.webcontent.com/articles/153/1/Online-Dating-Statistics).)

7. According to the non-governmental Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), 286 women were reported to have been killed for reasons of honor in 1998 in the Punjab alone. (SOURCE: Amnesty International, “Pakistan: Honour Killings of Girls and Women,” (http://web.amnesty.org/library/Index/engASA330181999).)

8. During the 1970s in Turkey, an estimated 63 percent of rural marriages and 19 percent of urban marriages involved bride-price payments to the bride's family. (SOURCE: All About Turkey, Marriage in Turkey, (http://www.allaboutturkey.com/marriage.htm).)
9. The United States Administration for Children and Families states that as of 1990, 6 million to 14 million children in the United States were living with a gay or lesbian parent. (SOURCE: Facts about Kids with Gay Parents, (http://www.colage.org/research/facts.html).)

10. A study done by Charlotte Patterson in 1992 shows that people with LGBT parents have the same incidence of homosexuality as the general population, about 10%. (SOURCE: Facts about Kids with Gay Parents, (http://www.colage.org/research/facts.html).)
11. A study performed by Hoeffer in 1981 revealed that daughters of lesbians have higher self-esteem than daughters of straight women, also, sons are more caring and less aggressive. (SOURCE: Facts about Kids with Gay Parents, (http://www.colage.org/research/facts.html).)
12. A 1998 study by Pande Awasthi found that in the slums of Lucknow, a city in north India where premarital sex is traditionally taboo, 8% of unmarried boys ages 15 to 21 were sexually active, but most had little knowledge of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs). (SOURCE: Awasthi S, Pande VK. “Sexual Behavior Patterns and Knowledge of Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Adolescent Boys in Urban Slums of Lucknow, North India. Indian Pediatr, (http://www.fhi.org/en/RH/Pubs/Network/v20_3/NWvol20-3riskymalebehve.htm).)

13. In the Netherlands, the same-sex marriage law was debated for years before it was enacted without fanfare. Government statistics from 2004 show that 2,400 same-sex marriages took place in its first nine months, compared with 1,500 last year. (SOURCE: CBS News, 4 March, 2004, “The Global View of Gay Marriage,” (http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/03/04/world/main604084.shtml).)

14. Historically, the purpose of marriage in China is to maintain connections between the parents and children, especially sons—less about individual connection between the spouses.  (SOURCE: Ellen Efron Pimentel, “Just How do I Love Thee?: Marital Relations in Urban China,” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 2000).
15. Today, men in Japan face the idealism of Japanese women and the “three H” criteria: height, high salary, and high education. (SOURCE: Kalman D. Applbaum, “Marriage with the Proper Stranger: Arranged Marriage in Metropolitan Japan,” Ethnology, 1995).
16. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, formal school activities (such as athletics) reinforced a heterosexual structure in the high school environment. Extracurricular activities put the sexes on display for one another and helped increase high school attendance. (SOURCE: Patrick J. Ryan, “A Case Study in the Cultural Origins of a Superpower: Liberal Individualism, American Nationalism, and the Rise of High School Life, a Study of Cleveland’s Central and East Technical High Schools, 1890-1918,” History of Education Quarterly, 2005).

17.  Men from Shanghai convey different perceptions of gender roles and are far more willing to share domestic activities than other men.  This is the result of women’s exposure to Western values in the mid-19th century and entering the workforce in the early 20th.  (SOURCE: Wei-Wei Da, “A Regional Tradition of Gender Equity: Shanghai Men in Sydney, Australia,” The Journal of Men’s Studies, 2004).
Fatherhood

1. As of 2000, 27 million American households consist of a person living alone, compared to 25 million households with a husband, wife, and child. (SOURCE: Hobbs, Frank. "Examining American Household Composition: 1990 and 2000." U.S. Census Bureau, 2005.)
YF02. More than one in four American households consist of an adult living alone (25.8%).(SOURCE: Hobbs, Frank. "Examining American Household Composition: 1990 and 2000." U.S. Census Bureau,2005.)

2. In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the National Survey of Families and Households in the United States found that about one in five divorced fathers had not seen their children in the past year, and less than half the fathers saw their children more than a few times a year. By adolescence (between the ages of 12 and 16), less than half of children living with their separated, divorced, or remarried mothers had seen their fathers at all in more than one year, and only one in six saw their fathers as often as once a week. (SOURCE: Fagan, Patrick and Robert Rector “The Affects of Divorce on America.” 5 June, 2005, (http://www.dadsnow.org/studies/heritage1.htm).)

3. Of 56 cultures studied by the Equal Opportunities Commission, only 20% promote men’s close relationships with infants, and only 5% with young children. (SOURCE: “Worldwide Study Heralds Global Increase in Father Involvement and Reveals Why Men Have Nipples,” http://www.fathersdirect.com/index.php?id=14&cID=256).)

4. According to latest research from the Equal Opportunities Commission, Pygmy fathers on average hold or are within arms’ reach of their infants 47% of the time, which is the closest proximity of all cultures. (SOURCE: “Worldwide Study Heralds Global Increase in Father Involvement and Reveals Why Men Have Nipples,” http://www.fathersdirect.com/index.php?id=14&cID=256).)

5. According to latest research from the Equal Opportunities Commission, Swedish fathers average 45 per cent of parental childcare, which is the most in the Western World. (SOURCE: “Worldwide Study Heralds Global Increase in Father Involvement and Reveals Why Men Have Nipples,” http://www.fathersdirect.com/index.php?id=14&cID=256).)

6. Studies from the Policy Studies Institute show that three quarters of British fathers say they would like to be more directly involved in their children’s lives, yet 40% regard their childcare function in the family as supportive rather than hands on, and one third of fathers still see the breadwinner role as the most important aspect of fatherhood. (SOURCE: Smeaton, Deborah, Policy Studies Institute, “Dads and their Babies: A Household Analysis,” http://money.cnn.com/2006/02/28/commentary/everyday/sahadi_paytable/index.htm).)
7. In a survey made by Sina, one of China’s major websites, in answer to the question “Who loves you most in the world,” "mother" got 53.7% of the votes while "father" received 18.7%. (SOURCE: China Daily, 21 June, 2004, “Happy Fathers Just Want ‘To Feel Wanted’,”(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-06/21/content_341106.htm).)
8. The Equal Opportunities Commission found that barely 1 in 5 fathers believes that a mother's place is in the home, compared with more than half those interviewed for a similar survey twenty years ago. (SOURCE: The Times, 16 June, 2005 (http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Research/pressupdate.html#otherwise).)

9. The Tomorrow Men’s Project found that more than 90 % of boys who felt that their fathers spent time with them and took an active interested in their progress emerged in the ‘can do’ category. By contrast, 72% of those who felt that their fathers rarely or never did these things fell into the group with the lowest levels of self-esteem and confidence, and were more likely to be depressed to dislike school and to get into trouble with the police. (SOURCE: The Independent, 1 February, 1999, “Fathering Helps Self-Esteem,” (http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Research/fathersinvolve.html#self-esteem).)
10. The 1996 American Gallup Poll on Fatherhood revealed that 90.3% of those polled agree that "fathers make unique contributions to their children's lives,” while 7.6% disagreed. (SOURCE: 1996 Gallup Poll on Fathering, “Fathers in America,” (http://www.fact.on.ca/rel_supp/gallup.htm).)
11. Of the 50,000 people surveyed from 60 countries in the 2005 Gallup International Poll 16 countries rated a happy family as their number one priority. (SOURCE: 2005 Gallup International Poll, “World Opinion: A Happy Family Life and Good Health is What Matters Most in Life,” (http://www.gallup-international.com/).)
12. The 2005 Gallup International Poll surveyed 50,000 people from 60 countries to see what matters most in life to them.  42.7% rated “good health,” 40.1% rated “happy family life,” 23.1% rated “a job.” The following aspects were selected in descending order: “freedom,” “no war,” “no violence and corruption,” “standard of living,” “faithful to religion,” and “an education.” (SOURCE: 2005 Gallup International Poll, “World Opinion: A Happy Family Life and Good Health is What Matters Most in Life,” (http://www.gallup-international.com/).)

13. From the 1st of July 2006 Lithuanian men can take paternity leave and get a benefit of 100 percent of their salary from the birth of their child until the child is one month old. (SOURCE: Modern Men in Enlarged Europe, “2006, “Lithuanian Daddies Can Use Their ‘New’ Right to Paternity Leave,” (http://www.dadcomehome.org/old/en/news.php?strid=1814&id=5807).)

14.Colonial fathers in 16th century America believed they controlled their emotions better than women.  They held themselves responsible for self-restraint and, as fathers, tended to express approval or disapproval rather than affection or anger.  (SOURCE: E. Anthony Rotundo, “American Fatherhood: A Historical Perspective,” The American Behavioral, 1985).
15.Recent research in Scandinavia determined that men are capable of involved parenting and changes to traditional gender practices when there is support from the state, and especially when paid paternity leave is available. (SOURCE: R.W. Connell, “Change Among the Gatekeepers: Men, Masculinities, and Gender Equality in the Global Arena,” Signs, 2005). 
Image and Identity

1. A survey of 4,193 men living in New York City conducted by the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene found that nearly 10 percent of male participants who identified themselves as straight reported having sex with at least one man during the previous year. (SOURCE: 19 September, 2006, “In New Survey Men Call Themselves Straight But Have Sex With Men,” (http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2006-09/acop-ins091806.php).)

2. In 2002, a study at Ohio State University Sports Medical Center found that 17.5% of male athletes in lean sports showed symptoms of eating disorders, compared to 9.2% of male athletes in non-lean sports, such as basketball, football and hockey. (SOURCE: Male Athletes Also Suffere From Body Image Problems, Study Shows,” (http://researchnews.osu.edu/archive/maleathl.htm).)

3. According to government statistics, in the United States a man is four times more likely than a woman to commit suicide; yet, he is only half as likely to be diagnosed with depression. (SOURCE: Healy, Melissa, Men’s Health, 9 November, 2005, “Depression’s Machismo Mask,” (http://www.azcentral.com/health/men/articles/1109mensdepression-ON.html).)
4. According to the 2005 Stonewall Census & Survey, which surveyed people from America, Great Britain, and Germany, 66% of the men believe they were meant to be born women and 23.8% of the women believe they were meant to be born men. (SOURCE: Stonewall Census and Survey, (http://gaywww.com/cgi-bin/stonewall.cgi?view=results&id=2005).)

5. According to the 2005 Stonewall Census & Survey, 9.5% of the men surveyed (women were surveyed as well), 33.3% contemplated suicide and 9.5% attempted suicide. (SOURCE: Stonewall Census and Survey, (http://gaywww.com/cgi-bin/stonewall.cgi?view=results&id=2005).)

6. A recent survey of 2000 teen males in the UK found that, 62% "disliked" their faces and 25% said they "might have plastic surgery." (SOURCE: 3AM Magazine, December, 2005 “MetroDaddy v. UberMummy,” (http://www.marksimpson.com/pages/journalism/MetroDaddy_v_UberMummy.html).)
7. The U.S. Census Bureau calculated the number of single men (i.e., never married, widowed or divorced) who are in their 20s for the single women of the same ages. For every 100 single Hispanic women, there are 159 single Hispanic men.  For every 100 Caucasian women, there are 117 single Caucasian men. For every 100 single Black women, there are 89 single Black men and for every 100 single Asian women, there are 129 single Asian men. To put race aside and combine all of these numbers, for every 400 single women, there are 494 single men. (SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, “Valentine’s Day: February 14,” (http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/003147.html).)
8. Victorian America viewed anger as an essential motivating emotion for men and boys. (SOURCE: Peter N. Stearns, “Girls, Boys, and Emotions: Redefinitions and Historical Change,” The Journal of American History, 1993). 

Culture and Conflict

1. Today there are around 300,000 children who were kidnapped or coerced into becoming child soldiers. (SOURCE: Watson, Paul, Los Angeles Times “War in the Classroom,” (http://www.unhcr.org/protect/PROTECTION/3bb321c58.pdf).)

2. The United States recently welcomed the first of an estimated 3,600 ‘Lost Boys’ from Sudan in the largest official resettlement of children there since the Viet Nam war. (SOURCE: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Volume 1, Number 122, 2001, (http://www.unhcr.org/protect/PROTECTION/3bb321c58.pdf).)

3. In 2005, National Public Radio estimated that throughout the war in Uganda 20,000 children have been abducted: either to fight in the Lord’s Resistance Army (boys) or to be sex slaves (girls). (SOURCE: McGuffin, David, National Public Radio, “Saving the Child Victims of Uganda’s Civil War,” (http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4617565).)

4. According to a 2002 Pew Research Poll, both the U.S. and Britain, men are more supportive of the use of military tribunals than are women. (SOURCE: Pew Research Center, 17 April, 2002 “Americans and Europeans Differ Widely on Foreign Policy Issues,” (http://people-press.org/reports/print.php3?PageID=453).)

5. According to a 2002 Pew Research Poll, 33% of men in Great Britain say they sympathize with the Palestinians, compared to 23% of women; in France, 40% of men side with the Palestinians, as do 32% of women. (SOURCE: Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, “Americans and Europeans Differ Widely on Foreign Policy Issues,” 17 April, 2002, (http://people-press.org/reports/print.php3?PageID=453).)
6. The Crimes of Indian occupation forces, numbering well over 600,000, against the people of Kashmir have now reached genocidal proportions. The entire civilian population is at risk of torture in areas where Indian government forces are engaged in counter​insurgency operations against armed groups fighting for independence or for the state to join Pakistan. Most of the victims are young men detained during "crackdown" operations to identify armed militants. (SOURCE: “Kashmir Dispute: A Nuclear Hot Spot in South Asia,” (http://www.kashmiri-cc.ca/misc/TEAMCANA.htm).)
7. Amnesty International statistics show that since 1990 approximately 700 to 800 people have 'disappeared' in Kashmir after being arrested by police or armed or paramilitary forces. The victims have included men of all ages, including juveniles and the very old, and all professions, including businessmen, lawyers, laborers and many teachers. (SOURCE: Gendercide.org, “Case Study: Kashmir/Punjab/The Delhi Massacre (1984),” (http://www.gendercide.org/case_kashmir_punjab.html).)
8. Men accused of witchcraft in 16th century England and the New England colonies were typically members of the community who challenged social traditions within the communities—not as outsiders, like the female accused. (SOURCE: E.J. Kent, “Masculinity and Male Witches in Old and New England, 1593-1680,” History Workshop Journal, 2005).

9. In recent decades, efforts toward international gender equality have been challenged by groups commandeering the issues of men and boys to use them in antifeminist campaigns.  (SOURCE: R.W. Connell, “Change Among the Gatekeepers: Men, Masculinity, and Gender Equality in the Global Arena,” Signs, 2005). 
10. A labor shortage on Spanish estates, in 16th and 17th century Peru, increased the migration of indigenous male laborers.  The shortage and migration allowed indigenous groups and African slaves to intermingle and share in cultural practices. (SOURCE: Rachel O’Toole, “’In a War Against the Spanish’: Andean Protection and African Resistance on the Northern Peruvian Coast,” The Americas, 2006).
Work and Family 
1. The Department of Trade and Industry in the United Kingdom estimated that 80% of the 400,000 male workers would take advantage of the country’s 2 week paternity leave; however, in 2004 only 79,000 used their entitlement. (SOURCE: “Low Take-up of Statutory Paternity Leave,” 15 May, 2004, (http://www.fathersdirect.com/index.php?id=10&cID=28).)

2. In the United States women hold more than 50% of all management and professional positions. They make up less than 2% of Fortune 500 and Fortune 1000 CEOs. (SOURCE: Catalyst, “Stereotyping of US Business Leaders Exposed,” (http://www.catalystwomen.org/files/fact/Stereotype%20factsheet.pdf).) 

3. A Bureau of Statistics survey showed that there were 3.8 million Australian men aged between 15 and 69 not working, or not looking for work, in September 2001, which is 80,600 more than in 2000. About 30% of the men said they were not looking for work because they were studying, while 17% said ill health or disability hindered them. (SOURCE: Wade, Matt, 22 October, 2002, “Men Staying Out of Workforce While Women Take Up Slack,” (http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2002/10/21/1034561449275.html).)
4. The Worldwide Human Development Reports of 2005 ranked countries based on their gender empowerment by measuring the economic participation, political participation, and power over economic resources.  Of the 177 countries, Norway was rated first, then Denmark, then Sweden, and then Iceland, while Niger had the lowest. (SOURCE: Human Development Reports 2005, (http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/indicators.cfm?alpha=yes).)
5. The Worldwide Human Development Reports of 2005 ranked countries based on their ratio of men’s income to women’s income.  Of the 177 countries, Norway was rated first, then Denmark, then Sweden, and then Iceland, while Niger was the lowest. (SOURCE: Human Development Reports 2005, (http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/indicators.cfm?alpha=yes).)

6. Data based on the 2003 Bureau of Labor Statistics show that women's median earnings exceeded men's earnings by at least 5% in 39 jobs: the most significant gap is 43% for Sales engineers and the second most significant gap is 35% for Statisticians. (SOURCE: CNN Money, 28 February, 2006, “39 Jobs Where Women Make More Than Men,” http://money.cnn.com/2006/02/28/commentary/everyday/sahadi_paytable/index.htm).)
7. The 2005 International Millennium Gallup Survey, which polled people from 60 countries showed that a third of all respondents said that men make better political leaders than women. (SOURCE: 2005 International Millennium Gallup Survey, “Young Women Globally Demand Greater Rights,” (http://www.gallup-international.com/).)
8. 36% of respondents from the 2005 International Millennium Gallup Survey said that “men should have more rights to a job than women when jobs are scarce.” (SOURCE: 2005 International Millennium Gallup Survey, “Young Women Globally Demand Greater Rights,” (http://www.gallup-international.com/).)
9. About 66% of adults polled in the 2005 International Millennium Gallup Survey believe that women in advanced countries must insist more for the rights of women in developing countries. (SOURCE: 2005 International Millennium Gallup Survey, “Young Women Globally Demand Greater Rights,” (http://www.gallup-international.com/).)
10. The New Zealand component of the 1994 International Social Survey Program survey found, with a sample of over 1000, that about 40% of women and 25% of men who had worked said they had experienced what would currently be considered to be sexual harassment. (SOURCE: “Sexual Harassment: Frequencies By Gender,” 12 September, 1995, (http://all.net/games/sex/larsen.html).)
11. Beginning in the late 18th century, ghataks were male matchmakers in India.  They maintained elaborate genealogies, and influenced the high-caste Bengali society.  In the late 19th century, they were replaced by ghatakis—their female counterparts—who had easier access to households and women.  (SOURCE: Rochona Majumdar, “Looking for Brides and Grooms: Ghataks, Matrimonials, and the Marriage Market in Colonial Calcutta, circa 1875-1940,” in The Journal of Asian Studies, 2001).
12. The overtly masculine male miners of Chile, historically, represent the industrialized labor force and the revolutionary working class.  (SOURCE: Thomas Miller Klubock, “Working-class Masculinity, Middle-class Morality, and Labor Politics in the Chilean Copper Mines,” Journal of Social History 1996).
13. Unemployment in Mozambique has forced men to enter into traditionally “lower”—or female—occupations, resulting in the “de-gendering” and “re-gendering” of these fields. (SOURCE: Victor Agadjanian, “Men Doing ‘Women’s Work’: Masculinity and Gender Relations Among Street Vendors in Maputo, Mozambique,” Journal of Men’s Studies, 2002).
14. The Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) launched in 1844 in London by Sir George Williams.  The World Alliance of Young Men Christian Associations formed in 1855.  The organization serves 30 million people in 120 countries. (SOURCE: The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition, 2001-2005). 
BOOK LIST

Relationships
1) Dangerous Love by Ben Okri (Phoenix House: 1996).  This disarming   novel is a story about love that is doomed by the circumstances of life in Nigeria. (Nigeria)

2) A General Theory of Love by Thomas Lewis, Fari Amini, Richard Lannon (Vintage: 2001). These authors take on the task of understanding love from a scientific perspective. (North America)

3) Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel Garcia Marquez (Vintage: 2003) (Chile)

4) The Second Coming of Maval Shikongo by Peter Orner (Little Brown and Company: 2006) Set in Namibia, this story is about the fleetingness of love. (Africa)

5) When Men went One way and Women Went the Other by Michael Meade (Tony Shafrazi Gallery: 1994).  In the spirit of oral tradition, this 90 minute cassette explores the possibility of men and women renewing their relationships with one another by imagining oneself outside of gender identities.  For more information please visit: http://www.menweb.org/mworderf.htm
(North America)
Fatherhood
6) About A Boy by Nick Hornby (Penguin: 2002).(United Kingdom)

7) Baba Men and Fatherhood in South Africa edited by Linda Richter and Robert Morrell ( Human Sciences Research Council: 2005). A collection of essays from authors of varying backgrounds explores their experiences with fatherhood.  For information on purchasing this book visit: http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/full_title_info.asp?id=2113 (South Africa)
8) The Martian Child by David Gerrold (Tor Books: 2003). The true story of a single father who adopts an 8-year-old boy who believes his biological parents are actually martians. (United States)
9) My Dad by South African Sons (?) From the website: “…A moving, thoughtful and insightful look at the relationship between South African men and their fathers. Written by authors from a range of different cultural and religious backgrounds within South Africa, these are sometimes joyful, sometimes tragic, investigations into the relationship that plays such an important role in defining every man.”
For more information visit: http://www.struik.co.za/book.book.detail.action?id=2190 (South Africa)
10) Memories of My Father Watching TV by Curtis White (Dalkey Archive Press: 1988).  A comical yet poignant story of the relationship between a father and son via the television set. (United States)
11) Men and the Life of Desire by Robert Bly, James Hillman and Michael Meade (Oral Tradition Archives: 1991).  For more information visit: http://www.menweb.org/oraltape.htm (North America)
Image and Identity
1) New Black Man: Rethinking Black Masculinity by Mark Anthony Neal (Routledge: 2005).  Scholar, Mark Anthony Neal sculpts a new model of black masculinity for the twenty-first century that moves beyond patriarchy to embrace feminism and combat homophobia. (United States)

2) We Real Cool by bell hooks (Routeledge: 2003). This book sensitively touches on the delicate state of black men’s masculinity in American society. (United States)

3) Middlesex by Jefferey Eugenides (Picador: 2003). This is the story of Cal who is caught between conflicting identities. The story delicately examines what it means for an individual to exist in between male and female, Greek and American, past and present identities. (Greece/U.S.)

4) The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (Houghton Mifflin: 2003). Brings up issues of culturual and diasporic identity. (India)

5) Ways of Being Male by John Stevens (Routledge: 2002). Illuminates fascinating theories and views of different types of masculinity from hegemonic male to sensitive new male. (North America)

6) The Mythology of Gender by Michael Meade (From Oral Tradition: 2 CDs). Meade explores the current struggle for justice, relationship and identity between women and men.  For more information please visit: http://www.menweb.org/mworderf.htm (North America)

7) Swallowed by a Snake by Thomas R. Golden (Golden Healing Pub Llc: 1997).   A multicultural perspective on the ways men grieve differently than women. (North America)

8) Iron John: A Book About Men by Robert Bly (Vintage: 1992).  Using folklore, mythology and poetry, Bly masterfully redefines masculinity in America. (North America)
Culture and Conflict
20)
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe (London, Heinemann: 1958). 
                                                                   This novel captures the life of one man and his family and the influences of British colonialism and Christian missionaries on his community.  (Nigeria)

21) A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry (Vintage: 2001). 
Set, in Mumbai, India during the Indian Emergency of 1975, four characters from varied backgrounds come together, develop a bond and depart from each others lives as dramatically as they had entered. (India)

22) The Famished Road by Ben Okri (Anchor:1993) This is a story of Azaro’s survival in his chaotic African village as he struggles with hunger, disease, and violence. (Nigeria)

23) Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (Vintage: 1995) Invisible Man is the story of a young, college-educated black man struggling to survive and succeed in a racially divided society that refuses to see him as a human being. (United States)
24) An Island is a World by Samuel Selvon (TSAR Publications: 2000) A novel of personal and intellectual quest in post-war Trinidad. (Caribbean)
25) Along the Border Lies (A Novel) by Paul Flores (Creative Arts Book company: 2001) This story follows several characters living on both sides of the Tijuana/San Diego border.(Mexico/ United States)
Work and Family
26) Momma and the Meaning of Life by Irvin Yalom  (London Bridge: 1999)Personal  accounts of the authors personal involvement with therapy patients that really reveals how hard it is to overcome grief. (United Kingdom)

27) The Bookseller of Kabul by Asne Seierstad (Bayback Books: 2004).  A female journalist from Norway moved in with the Khan family in Afghanistan after the fall of the Taliban. This nonfiction account is not only a portrait of bookseller, Kahn. It also illustrates the tragedy, contradictions, rivalries, and daily frustrations of a middle-class Afghan family. (Norway/Afghanistan)

28) The Inheritance of Loss by Kiran Desai (Atlantic Monthly Press: 2006).  A thoughtful study of family relationships. (India)
FILM LIST
Relationships

1. Match Point 2005, directed by Woody Allen
Country: England
Plot Outline: At a turning point in his life, a former tennis pro falls for a femme-fatal type who happens to be dating his friend and soon-to-be brother-in-law. (more) 

2. The Swenkas 2004, directed by Jeppe Rønde

Country: Denmark/South Africa

Plot Outline: In post-Apartheid South Africa there’s a small group of Zulu men who, every Saturday night, leave their grimy overalls behind and wear their best Carducci or Pierre Cardin suits to impress the judge at men-only, underground fashion shows. The men are called Swenkas and they have run this fashion show for so many years that no one remembers exactly when, or even why, it all began. Each week the men unite in friendship, support and community with the cheerful hope of winning a cow or wristwatch. They compete by entertaining the judge and each other, parading their stylish outfits and lifting their pant legs to show off outrageously flashy socks.(more)

3. Y tu mama tambien 2001, directed by Alfonso Cuaron

Country: Mexico

Plot Outline: In Mexico, two teenage boys and an attractive older woman embark on a road trip and learn a thing or two about life, friendship, sex, and each other. (more) 

4. Cidade de Deus 2002, directed by Fernando Mereilles, co-directed by Katia Lund

Country: Brazil, France, USA

Plot Outline: Two boys growing up in a violent neighborhood of Rio de Janeiro take different paths: one becomes a photographer, the other a drug dealer. (more)
5. Ma femme est une actrice 2001, directed by Yvan Attal

Country: France

Plot Outline: Real life couple, Yvan and Charlotte love eachother, but Yvan grows jalous when Charlotte goes off on her latest film set involving a love scene. A funny, perceptive look at a peculiarly male form of hysteria. (more) 
Fatherhood

6. Gadjo dilo aka “The Crazy Stranger” 1997, directed by Tony Gatlif

Country: Romania, France

Plot Outline: Stéphane, a young French man from Paris, travels to Romania. He is looking for the singer Nora Luca, whom his father had heard all the time before his death. He lives in a Roma village for several months. The other inhabitants dislike him at first (as he comes from those who call them thieves and attack their folks) but as they get to know him better, they grow to like him. (more)
7. Le Grand Voyage 2004, directed by Ismael Ferroukhi 

Country: France/ Marocco

Plot Outline: Reda, a young French-Moroccan guy and his old father drive from the south of France to Mecca in order for the father to do his pilgrimage. At first distant, they gradually learn to know each other. For more information visit: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0361670/plotsummary
8. L’enfant 2005, Jean-Pierre Dardenne

Country: Belbium, France

Plot Outline: Bruno and Sonia, a young couple living off her benefit and the thefts committed by his gang, have a new source of money: their newborn son. (more)  

9. I’m With You (Jestem) 2004, directed by Maciej Adamek

Country: Poland

Plot Outline: This is a film about parental love and devotion. The subjects are parents whose sick children are hospitalized. The parents spend weeks, even months, in hospital wards enduring harsh conditions: sleeping in chairs and on the floor, with no bathrooms to wash, and no dining facilities. This, of course, matters little to them. For them, the most important thing is to be by their child’s bedside. (more)
10. Les Invasions Barbares 2003, directed by Denys Arcand

Country: Canada, France

Plot Outline: Having a difficult time accepting the reality of death and feeling regretful of his past, a man dying of cancer tries to find peace in his last moments. His estranged son, ex-wife, ex-lovers and old friends will all come to him to share his last breath.
11. Capturing The Friedmans 2003, directed by Andrew Jarecki
Country: USA

Plot Outline: A documentary on the Friedmans, a seemingly typical, upper-middleclass Jewish family whose world is instantly transformed when the father and his youngest son are arrested and charged with shocking and horrible crimes. (more)
12. Isä pojalle aka Father to Son 2004, byVisa Koiso-Kanttila 
Country: Finland
Plot Outline: Father to Son is a personal exploration of the relationship between fathers and sons through four generations of the filmmaker's family, and the conflict that inevitably arises when subjective memories differ from "reality". The film asks: how much do we become reproductions of those who brought us into the world? Is it really possible to break behavioural patterns? And are the values we have inherited from our fathers still valid in the modern world? Father to Son is bound to provoke. (more)

13. Le Fils 2002, Jean-Pierre et Luc Dardenne

Country: Belgium, France

Plot Outline: A joinery instructor at a rehab center refuses to take a new teen as his apprentice, but then begins to follow the boy through the hallways and streets. (more) 

Image & Identity

14. Diarios de motocicleta 2004, directed by Walter Salles

Country: USA, Germany, UK, Argentina, Chile, Peru, France

Plot Outline: The dramatization of a motorcycle road trip Che Guevara went on in his youth that showed him his life's calling. (more) 

15. The Crying Game1992, directed by Neil Jordan

Country: UK, Japan
Plot Outline: A British soldier is kidnaped by IRA terrorists. He befriends one of his captors, who is drawn into the soldier's world. (more) 
16. La mala education 2004, directed by Pedro Almodovar

Country: Spain

Plot Outline: An examination on the effect of Franco-era religious schooling and sexual abuse on the lives of two longtime friends. (more)
17. Amores Perros 2000, directed by Alejandro González Iñárritu, (written by Guillermo Arriaga)

Country: Mexico

Plot Outline: A horrific car accident connects three stories, each involving characters dealing with loss, regret, and life's harsh realities, all in the name of love. (more)
18. Boys Don’t Cry 1999, directed by Kymberly Peirce
Country: USA
Plot Outline: The story of the life of Brandon Teena, a transgendered teen who preferred life in a male identity until it was discovered he was born biologically female. (more)
19. Pumping Iron 1977, directed by Georges Butler and Robert Fiore (documentary)
Country: USA

Plot Outline: From Gold's Gym in Venice Beach California to the showdown in Pretoria, amateur and professional bodybuilders prepare for the 1975 Mr. Olympia and Mr. Universe contests in this part-scripted, part-documentary film. Five-time champion Arnold Schwarzenegger. (more)
20. The Person de Leo N. 2005, directed by Alberto Vendemmiati
Country: Italy

Plot Outline: At the age of twelve Nicola De Leo already knew that he wanted to become a woman. Now, over forty years old, he is a few steps away from realizing his dream. We meet Nicola during preparations for his last operation that will finally turn him into Nicole. (more)

Culture & Conflict
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21. Be Good, Smile Pretty 2003, produced by Tracy Droz Tragos

Country: USA
Plot Outline: A personal documentary that chronicles the filmmaker's struggle to know and grieve for the father she never knew, a soldier who died in Vietnam when she was a baby.(more)
22. Bride Kidnapping in Kyrgyztan 2004, directed by Petr Lom
Country: Canada, Kyrgyztan

Plot Outline: Here’s a fascinating portrait of a shocking social custom that raises provocative questions about the nature of love and marriage. Perhaps one in three marriages in rural Kyrgyzstan (a former Soviet Republic in Central Asia) happen through the (now illegal) ancient practice of bride abduction. The woman is held until one of her relatives determines whether they will accept the abductor’s “proposal” and can persuade her to marry him.

23. Babel 2006, directed by Alejandro González Iñárritu, (written by Guillermo Arriaga)

Country: USA, Mexico
Plot Outline: Tragedy strikes a married couple on vacation in the Moroccan desert, touching off an interlocking story involving six different families.(more)
24. Lost Boys of Sudan 2004, produced and directed by Megan Mylan

Country: Sudan, USA

Plot Outline: Emmy-nominated feature-length documentary that follows two Sudanese refugees on an extraordinary journey from Africa to America. Orphaned as young boys in one of Africa's cruelest civil wars, Peter Dut and Santino Chuor survived lion attacks and militia gunfire to reach a refugee camp in Kenya along with thousands of other children. From there, remarkably, they were chosen to come to America. Safe at last from physical danger and hunger, a world away from home, they find themselves confronted with the abundance and alienation of contemporary American suburbia. (more)

25. Lost Children 2005, directed by Ali Samadi Ahadi, Oliver Stoltz
Country: Germany

Plot Outline: For twenty years now, a cruel civil war is waged on the Sudanse-Ugandan boarder. Rebels from the "Lords Resistance Army" abduct children who are 8 years and older turning them into soldiers and forcing them to murder innocent people. (more)

26. Nueve reinas 2000, directed by Fabian Bielinski

Country: Argentina

Plot Outline: Two con artists try to swindle a stamp collector by selling him a sheet of counterfeit rare stamps (the "nine queens"). (more)
27. Oldboy 2003, directed by Chan-wook Park

Country: South Korea

Plot Outline: After being kidnapped and imprisoned for 15 years, Oh Dae-Su is released, only to find that he must find his captor in 5 days. (more) 

Work and Family
28. Bombay Calling 2005, directed by Ben Addelman & Samir Mallal,

Country: Canada

Plot Outline: A revealing look into the latest progeny of India’s new market – the call centre. In a city like Bombay, outsourcing firms have their pick of an entire generation of well-educated English-speakers eager to achieve success. Since they service different time zones in North America and the U.K., these young telemarketers keep unusual hours; in exchange, they earn two or three times the wages they could expect to earn from the local economy. (more)
29. American Psycho 2000, directed by Mary Harron

Country: USA, Canada

Plot Outline: A wealthy New York stock executive hides his alternate psychopathic ego from his co-workers and friends as he escalates deeper into his illogical, gratuitous fantasies. (more)
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