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Resources: May 2006

This document contains a list of facts and figures on the themes and subthemes of the Imagining Ourselves online exhibit (www.imow.org), for April 2006. You’ll also find here a list of films and recommended readings on these topics.

This is by no means a comprehensive list—just some suggestions go get you started! Please feel free to email us at partners@imow.org if you have suggestions to add or feedback.  Enjoy!

FACTOIDS
MIGRATION

REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PEOPLE

1. A total of 175 million people (3 percent of the World’s population) resided outside of their country of birth as of 2001, and 20 million of these people were refugees. (Source: “Major Trends Affecting Families Worldwide,” United Nations Division for Social Policy and Development, 2003, www.un.org/esa/socdev/family/majortrends.htm.)

2. In 1982, there were an estimated 1.2 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) in eleven countries; two decades later, there are as many as 25 million IDPs in more than 40 nation-states. (Source: “Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement,” United Nations High Commissioner of Refugees (UNHCR) (New York and Colombo, Sri Lanka: UNHCR publications n.d),p.1)
3. Women and children constitute some 80 percent of refugees and other displaced persons, including IDPs. (Source: The Women’s Commission for Refugee Women and Children Fact Sheet, www.womenscommision,org/pdf/fctsht.pdf.)

4. By the end of 2004, the global number of refugees reached an estimated 9.2 million persons. This constitutes a net decrease of approximately 356,000 refugees (-4%) since the beginning of 2004, when 9.6 million refugees were recorded. (Source: UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees report on 2004 Global refuge trends)
5. By the end of 2004, 2.1million Afghan refugees were reported by 78 asylum countries, constituting 23 per cent of the global refugee population. Despite continued repatriation, the number of Afghan refugees dropped by only two per cent during the year. (Source: UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees report on 2004 Global refuge trends)
6. Other major refugee origins experiencing important decreases during 2004 were Burundi (-9%) and Iraq (-15%). The strong fall in the Burundian refugee population reflects the repatriation of refugees from the United Republic of Tanzania (89,000) (Source: UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees report on 2004 Global refuge trends)
7. Significant decreases in the refugee population, often as a result of durable solutions, were also recorded for refugees from Angola (-101,000) Bosnia and Herzegovina (-62,000), Iraq (-51,000), Serbia and Montenegro (-33,000), and Liberia (-18,000). (Source: UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees report on 2004 Global refuge trends)
8. The main countries of origin to which refugees returned during 2004 included Afghanistan (940,000), Iraq (194,000), Burundi (90,000), Angola (90,000), Liberia (57,000), Sierra Leone (26,300), Somalia (18,000), Rwanda (14,100), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (13,800), and Sri Lanka (10,000). (Source: UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees report on 2004 Global refuge trends)
9. In 2004, almost 30,000 refugees were resettled from their previous asylum countries with UNHCR assistance. The main nationalities benefiting from UNHCR facilitated resettlement were refugees from Liberia (5,610), Sudan (5,050), Somalia (4,870), Afghanistan (2,710), the Islamic Republic of Iran (2,190), Myanmar (1,900), Ethiopia (1,490) and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (1,290). (Source: UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees report on 2004 Global refuge trends)
10. About half of the world’s refugees are female (49%). (Source: UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees report on 2004 Global refuge trends)
11. Death rates among newly arrived refugees from countries ravaged by civil wars can be 5 to 12 times higher than normal. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
ON SPEAKING ENGLISH


12. The percent of people aged 65 and over speaking English "Less than Very Well" is higher in metropolises like New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles where there are high immigrant concentrations. (Source: Census 2000 analyzed by the Social Science Data Analysis Network (SSDAN)
13. The significant proportions of persons speaking English "Less than Very Well" in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona are due to larger populations of migrant workers from Central America. (Source: Census 2000 analyzed by the Social Science Data Analysis Network (SSDAN)
ON ANTI-IMMIGRANT ATTITUDES

14. The anti-immigrant generation gap is widest in France, where more than half (53%) of those ages 65 and older completely agree that immigration should be restricted. Only a quarter (24%) of younger French men and women shared such strong views. (Source: Global generational Gap survey by the PEW research center, http://people-press.org/commentary/display.php3?AnalysisID=86)
15. Anti-immigrant sentiment also runs high in the United States, especially among older Americans. Half (50%) of those ages 65 and older strongly support new controls on entry of people into the country. Only four-in-ten (40%) young people share that intensity of sentiment. . (Source: Global generational Gap survey by the PEW research center, http://people-press.org/commentary/display.php3?AnalysisID=86)
16. Support for greater immigration controls also is widespread in Africa, Asia and Latin America, without the generational differences seen in Europe and the United States. (Source: Global generational Gap survey by the PEW research center, http://people-press.org/commentary/display.php3?AnalysisID=86
17. The principal exception is Japan, where older people are much more vehement than younger people that foreigners should face restrictions for entering their country. Fully 64% of Japanese ages 65 and older say there should be more control over foreign immigration. Only 12% of those ages 18-29 agree. (Source: Global generational Gap survey by the PEW research center, http://people-press.org/commentary/display.php3?AnalysisID=86)
SEASONAL MIGRATION

18. Seasonal and internal migration of men contributes to higher number of female-headed households around the world. (Source: UN Division for Social Policy and Development: Four Trends Affecting Families Worldwide, 2003.)
IMMIGRATION

19. By 1995, 40% of countries had developed policies to raise or lower immigration. (Source: International Labour Office – Immigration and Worker’s Rights)
20.  Only a small number of countries admit a significant number of immigrants for permanent settlement - chiefly Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United States. (Source: International Labour Office – Immigration and Worker’s Rights)
IMMIGRANT WOMEN AND BUSINESS
21. In 2000 in the US, 8.3 percent of employed immigrant women were business owners, compared to 6.2 percent of employed native-born women. (Source: Today’s Immigrant Women Entrepreneur,  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/ipf011705.asp)
22. In the US, the number of immigrant women business owners has increased nearly 190 percent since 1990 and 468 percent since 1980. (Source: Today’s Immigrant Women Entrepreneur,  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/ipf011705.asp)
23. The largest group of immigrant women entrepreneurs in the United States – 234,454 or 41.6 percent of the total – comes from the nations of Latin America and the Caribbean. The second largest group – 165,483 or 29.4 percent of the total – comes from Asia and the Pacific Islands. (Source: Today’s Immigrant Women Entrepreneur,  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/ipf011705.asp)
24. Among the top ten countries from which immigrant women entrepreneurs in the United States originate, three are in Latin America (Mexico, El Salvador, and Cuba), five in Asia and the Pacific Islands (Korea, Vietnam, Philippines, China, and India), and the remaining two are Germany and Canada. (Source: Today’s Immigrant Women Entrepreneur,  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/ipf011705.asp)
25. The top industry for immigrant women business owners in the US is work in private households, followed by child day care centers, and restaurants and other food services. Nineteen of the top twenty industries in which these entrepreneurs work are service industries. (Source: Today’s Immigrant Women Entrepreneur,  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/ipf011705.asp)
26. Two of the top service industries for immigrant women business owners in the US are—1) real estate and 2) management, scientific and technical consulting services—are professions where the potential for earnings is much higher than in many other service industries. (Source: Today’s Immigrant Women Entrepreneur,  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/ipf011705.asp)
27. In addition to the 563,814 immigrant women business owners, 1,054 immigrant women across the United States are CEOs of not-for-profit organizations. (Source: Today’s Immigrant Women Entrepreneur,  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/ipf011705.asp)
28. The top ten cities where immigrant women business owners work are distributed across the U.S. Northeast, Midwest, Mid-Atlantic, Southeast, Southwest, and Northwest. The most popular destination is the Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange County metropolitan area, which hosts 74,134 immigrant women entrepreneurs, or 13 percent of all immigrant women entrepreneurs in the nation. (Source: Today’s Immigrant Women Entrepreneur,  http://www.ailf.org/ipc/ipf011705.asp)
REFUGEES -Cambodia

29. Although estimates range up to 3 million, 1.7 million Cambodians are thought to have perished during the Khmer Rouge's reign of terror between 1975 and 1979 out of a population of 7.3million. (Source: WomenWarPeace.org, Cambodia, http://www.womenwarpeace.org/cambodia/cambodia.htm)
30. Women in Cambodia have lobbied for the inclusion of human rights in the constitution; campaigned for peaceful elections; urged accountability in government structures and the establishment of government-civil society partnerships; and developed mechanisms to advance women's political participation. (Source: WomenWarPeace.org, Cambodia, http://www.womenwarpeace.org/cambodia/cambodia.htm)
MALE EMIGRATION 

31. In Mexico, male emigration has left women with the double work of farm and family, while the number of female-headed households, both rural and urban, has doubled in a single decade. (Source: Pacific News Service, http://news.pacificnews.org/news/view_article.html?article_id=9f327c1ad219a9ea2d8920c63054c0f9)
RACISM AND INEQUALITY

32. In America, the wealthiest 1 percent of people controls more than one-third of the country’s wealth. The bottom 80 percent—the working class—have only 16 percent. (Source: Socialism and Liberation Magazine, http://www.socialismandliberation.org/mag/index.php?aid=178)
33. According to the 2004 “State of Working America.”, the richest 20 percent hold 84.4 percent of all wealth, while the poorest 20 percent are in debt. (Source: Socialism and Liberation Magazine, http://www.socialismandliberation.org/mag/index.php?aid=178)
34. The average Black family owns only 14 percent of what the average white family owns.  (Source: Socialism and Liberation Magazine, http://www.socialismandliberation.org/mag/index.php?aid=178)


CZECH IMMIGRANTS

35. The Czechs, with their unique and rich tradition, made a distinct mark on American life-- especially in the Midwest, where the majority of Czech immigrants settled. Czech language, food, institutions, and holidays are now part of Iowa's cultural pattern. (Source: Czech culture in the Mid West, http://64.233.179.104/search?q=cache:WWQDLY8HSUIJ:www.k12connections.iptv.org/community/SupportDocs/Czechs.rtf+czech+immigrants+in+the+US&hl=en&gl=us&ct=clnk&cd=10)
CONFLICT

1. Sub-Saharan Africa now suffers more armed conflicts than any other region. (Source: Human Security Report 2005, http://www.humansecurityreport.info/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1)
2. Between 1989 and 2002, about 100 state-based conflicts came to an end. More wars are now ending than beginning. (Source: Human Security Report 2005, http://www.humansecurityreport.info/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1)
3. Of the 29 state-based armed conflicts in 2003, only 2 were interstate (India against Pakistan and the US-led war against Iraq). The remaining 27 were civil wars (government against rebels). (Source: Human Security Report 2005, http://www.humansecurityreport.info/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1)
4. There was a dramatic rise in the number of genocides and politicides (Politicides seek to destroy a group because of the political belief of its members) through the 1960s and 1970s, and an equally dramatic decline through the 1990s. (Source: Human Security Report 2005, http://www.humansecurityreport.info/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1)
5. There were 10 genocides and politicides in 1989 and only 2 in 2001. (Source: Human Security Report 2005, http://www.humansecurityreport.info/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1)
6. The drop in genocides and politicides in the 1990s was twice as steep as the fall in armed conflicts over the same period. (Source: Human Security Report 2005, http://www.humansecurityreport.info/index.php?option=com_frontpage&Itemid=1
7. Far more people are killed or disabled from war–related disease and malnutrition than from bombs and bullets. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
8. The overwhelming majority of the 3.3 million deaths in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s civil war (1998-2002) did not result directly from violence, but from war-exacerbated malnutrition and disease. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
9. The number of armed conflicts has declined by more than 40% since 1992. The deadliest conflicts (those with 1000 or more battle-deaths) dropped even more dramatically––by 80%. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
10. The number of international crises, often harbingers of war, fell by more than 70% between 1981 and 2001. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
11. Most armed conflicts now take place in the poorest countries in the world, but as incomes rise the risk of war declines. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
12. Between 2002 and 2003 the number of armed conflicts in Africa dropped from 41 to 35. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
13. The drop in armed conflicts in the 1990s was associated with a worldwide decline in arms transfers, military spending and troop numbers. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
14. Women are the primary victims of war. (Source: Human Security Report 2005)
15. Civilian victims, mostly women and children, often outnumber casualties among combatants. (Source: Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom)
16. Women often become caregivers for injured combatants and find themselves, as a result of conflict, unexpectedly cast as sole manager of household, sole parent, and caretaker of elderly relatives. (Source: Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom)
17. Women and girls constitute almost 35 percent of mine victims, injured while fetching fodder for animals, crossing agricultural fields, and carrying out their daily activities. (Source: Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom)
18. In the recent war-torn countries of Angola, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Mozambique, and Somalia, the majority of adult women are widows. (Source: Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom)
19. Seventy percent of Rwandan children are supported solely by mothers, grandmothers, or oldest girl children. (Source: Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom)
WOMEN PARTICIPANTS IN WAR

20. In Colombia, one-third of the FARC are thought to be female. (Source: UNIFEM – womenwarpeace.org)
21. In El Salvador, women comprised up to thirty percent of armed combatants. (Source: UNIFEM – womenwarpeace.org)
22. In Sierra Leone, twelve percent of the RUF were women. (Source: UNIFEM – womenwarpeace.org)
23. In Eritrea, where up to forty percent of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) was female, women combatants found returning to their domestic roles hard having experienced relative equality with male combatants. (Source: UNIFEM – womenwarpeace.org)
24. In the Lord's Resistance Army operating in Northern Uganda, 72% of girls reported receiving weapons and military training. (Source: UNIFEM – womenwarpeace.org)
IDENTITY
1. Identity politics may be based around race, ethnicity, sex, religion, caste, sexual orientation, physical disability or some other assigned or perceived trait. (Source: Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_identity_group)
2. In the most recent survey taken in March 2004, men and women within their own countries in Muslim nations share common views on foreign policy issues and the war in Iraq, suggesting that national identity is more important than gender differences in these cases. (Source: Global Gender gaps from the Pew Global Attitudes Project, http://people-press.org/commentary/display.php3?AnalysisID=90)
3. Women around the world say religion is more important to them than men in every region, in highly religious countries such as those in Latin America and in more secular societies such as Canada and Europe. (Source: Global Gender gaps from the Pew Global Attitudes Project (http://people-press.org/commentary/display.php3?AnalysisID=90)
INTERACIAL MARRIAGE

4. After rising for decades, the rate of interracial marriages for contemporary (aged 25-34) U.S.-born Asian Americans has declined from 2000 to 2004 according to data tabulated from the U.S. Census Bureau's 2004 American Community Survey  and the Census 2000. (Source: The Fighting 44’s, Interracial Marriage decreases among Asian Americans,  http://www.thefighting44s.com/article.php?id_art=43)
COMMUNITIES IN EXILE
5. The Tibetan Demographic Survey 1998 which came in print in June 2000 lists 122,078 Tibetans in exile. (Source: Tibetan Community in Exile:, Demographic and Socio-Economic Issues 1998-2001, Planning Commission, Central Tibetan Administration pp.122  ,http://phayul.com/news/article.aspx?id=7948&t=4&c=1)

ROMA WOMEN

6. Practices such as early and arranged marriages and certain sexual taboos in Romani communities restrict the autonomy of individuals, deprive them of their human dignity and prevent them from realizing basic human rights. (Source: European Roma Rights center, http://www.errc.org/Romarights_index.php)
7. Romani girls’ educational careers are often interrupted at early stages as a result of marriage. Source: European Roma Rights center, http://www.errc.org/Romarights_index.php)
8. Many women are not able to undertake public activities due to pressures exerted by family and community conditioned by traditional perceptions limiting the role of the woman to the family sphere. Source: European Roma Rights center, http://www.errc.org/Romarights_index.php)
CULTURAL IDENTITY

9. Cultural identity is the (feeling of) identity of a group or culture, or of an individual as far as she/he is influenced by her/his belonging to a group or culture. (Source: Wikipedia, Cultural Identity, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_identity)
10. The name "Pakistan" in Urdu and Persian means Land of the Pure. It is the sixth most populous country and the second largest Muslim country. (Source: Wikipedia, Pakistan, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan)

11. There are currently 12 major indigenous peoples in Taiwan: the Amis, Atayal, Bunun, Kavalan, Paiwan, Pinuyumayan or Punuyumayan, Rukai, Saisiyat, Thao, Truku, Tsou, and Yami. As of 2004, the total indigenous population was 454,682. (Source: Taiwan 2005 yearbook, http://www.gio.gov.tw/taiwan-website/5-gp/yearbook/p028.html)
12. A 2003 FOS/ILO National Child Labour Survey estimates that there are 15 million children engaged in child labour in Nigeria.  These children are also vulnerable to being forced into prostitution, or, in many instances, are trafficked internationally. (Source: UNICEF, http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/nigeria_25508.html)

13. Tensions between the Sinhalese majority and Tamil separatists erupted into war in 1983. Tens of thousands have died in an ethnic conflict that continues to fester. (Source: The World Fact Book, Sri Lanka, http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ce.html)

14. After two decades of fighting, the Sri Lankan government and Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam formalized a cease-fire in February 2002, with Norway brokering peace negotiations. (Source: The World Fact Book, Sri Lanka, http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ce.html)

15. The Leasehold Forestry and Livestock Programme in Nepal is facilitating social mobilization and providing support to indigenous women and men to access degraded forest land for a period of 40 years. Thirty per cent of leased certificates are issued in women's names, even though in Nepal it is usually the man who is recognized as the head of the household. (Source: IFAD, Making a difference in Asia and the Pacific, http://www.ifad.org/newsletter/pi/6.htm)
16. The life expectancy for women in China in 2003 was 73.5 years compared to 69.1 years for men. (Source: See United Nations Populations Fund (UNFPA), The State of World Population 2002 72 (2002) p 69.) 

MUSLIM WOMEN

17. The countries whose ratio of women science graduates exceeds that of the United States are Bahrain, Brunei Darussalam, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Qatar and Turkey. (Source: Islamic Research Foundation International, Inc., http://www.irfi.org/articles/articles_401_450/muslim_women_in_science.htm)
18.Morocco exceeds the United States in the ratio of women engineering graduates as a percentage of the science graduate population. (Source: Islamic Research Foundation International, Inc., http://www.irfi.org/articles/articles_401_450/muslim_women_in_science.htm)
19. According to a survey of 190 Lebanese and 21 Kuwaiti women, the respondents perceived Arab women wearing Islamic dress as more likely to embrace traditionally Muslim social and gender relationships than their counterparts in Western attire. (Source: marketing.byu.edu- “Perceptions of Islamic and Western Dress”)
20. According to a survey of 190 Lebanese and 21 Kuwaiti women, the respondents perceived, Arab women wearing Western dress were seen as more career-orient-ed, more materialistic, and more physically fit.  (Source: marketing.byu.edu- “Perceptions of Islamic and Western Dress”)
21. According to a survey of 190 Lebanese and 21 Kuwaiti women, the Lebanese respondents were more Western than the Kuwaitis in dress behavior.  They were much less apt to wear Hijab and more likely to wear eye makeup, lipstick, perfume, and jewelry on a daily basis.  Those Lebanese who did wear Hijab preferred simple head scarves, whereas the Kuwaitis were much more prone to cover their entire body.
(Source: marketing.byu.edu- “Perceptions of Islamic and Western Dress”)
ZURKHANEH 
22. Zurkhaneh or zourkhaneh (literally; house of strength) is the Iranian traditional gymnasium, in which the national Iranian sport so called Varzesh-e Pahlavani or Varzesh-e Bastani is practiced. (Source: Wikipedia, Zourkhaneh, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zourkhaneh)
23. Zourkhaneh is not only a place for physical exercises but also a place for learning chivalrous behavior. (Source: Wikipedia, Zourkhaneh, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zourkhaneh)
24.The Zourkhaneh-sportsman is first expected to be pure, truthful, and good tempered and then strong in body. The Zourkhaneh and Varzesh-e Pahlevani have their roots in Iranian culture and date at least back to 2000 thousand years ago. (Source: Wikipedia, Zourkhaneh, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zourkhaneh)
SOUTH AFRICA

25. South Africa is a very racially diverse nation. It has the largest population of people of Coloured (i.e., mixed racial background), European, and Indian communities in Africa. Black South Africans account for roughly 75% of the population. (Source: Wikipedia, South Africa, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa)
DEVOTION

CHRISTIANITY

1. More than 5% of all clergy worldwide are women. (Source: Wnrf.org – Jay Gary, Ten Global Trends in Religion, 1997.)

2. In Australia, among young adults aged 18-24 years, 69% of women are affiliated with a religion (62% with Christianity) as compared with 65% of men (59% with Christianity). (Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics)
3. With nearly two billion professed adherents worldwide, Christianity is currently the largest religion in the world. (Source: Religion Facts http://www.religionfacts.com/christianity/fastfacts/overview.htm)
HINDUISM

4. About 80 percent of India's population regard themselves as Hindus and 30 million more Hindus live outside of India. There are a total of 900 million Hindus worldwide, making Hinduism the third largest religion (after Christianity and Islam). (Source: Religion Facts (http://www.religionfacts.com/hinduism/fastfacts.htm#overview)
5. Hinduism is thought to have gotten its name from the Persian word hindu, meaning "river," used by outsiders to describe the people of the Indus River Valley. (Source: Religion Facts (http://www.religionfacts.com/hinduism/fastfacts.htm#overview)
6. Hindus themselves refer to their religion as sanatama dharma, "eternal religion," and varnasramadharma, a word emphasizing the fulfillment of duties (dharma) appropriate to one's class (varna) and stage of life (asrama) 
7. The four purposes of life in Hinduism : dharma - fulfill moral, social and religious duties, artha - attain financial and worldy success, kama - satisfy desires and drives in moderation, moksha - attain freedom from reincarnation. (Source: Religion Facts (http://www.religionfacts.com/hinduism/fastfacts.htm#overview)
BUDDHISM

8. Buddhism centers on correct understanding of human nature and ultimate reality. (Source: Religion Facts (http://www.religionfacts.com/buddhism/beliefs.htm)
9. In Buddhism, the primary purpose of life is to end suffering. The Buddha taught that humans suffer because we continually strive after things that do not give lasting happiness. (Source: Religion Facts (http://www.religionfacts.com/buddhism/beliefs.htm)
10. The Four Noble Truths and the Noble Eightfold Path, together form the foundation of belief for all branches of Buddhism. (Source: Religion Facts, http://www.religionfacts.com/buddhism/beliefs.htm)
11. Siddharta Gautama ("the Buddha") was the founder of Buddhism and was also an Indian prince. (Source: Religion Facts, http://www.religionfacts.com/buddhism/beliefs.htm)
ISLAM

12. Islam is a monotheistic religion founded by Prophet Muhammad in seventh-century Saudi Arabia. (Source: Religion Facts, http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/fastfacts/overview.htm)
13. Today, Islam is the second largest religion in the world. The word "Islam" means "submission," reflecting the religion's central tenet of submitting to the will of God. (Source: Religion Facts, http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/fastfacts/overview.htm)
14. Islamic practices are defined by the Five Pillars of Islam: faith, prayer, fasting, pilgrimage and alms. (Source: Religion Facts, http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/fastfacts/overview.htm)
JUDAISM

15. Judaism is one of the oldest religions still existing today.  Today, 14 million people identify themselves as Jews, and nearly 3.5 billion others follow belief systems directly influenced by Judaism (including Christianity, Islam, and the Bah'ai Faith). (Source: Religion Facts (http://www.religionfacts.com/judaism/fastfacts/overview.htm)
16. In everyday life, observant Jews follow the laws of kashrut, eating only foods that God has designated "kosher." (Source: Religion Facts (http://www.religionfacts.com/judaism/fastfacts/overview.htm)
NEW AGE SPIRITUALISM

17. New Age Spirituality has an estimated 32 million followers in US. (Source: Marketdata Enterprises 1993 Report)

18. 58% of Americans desired spiritual growth.  1/3 have had a mystical/religious experience, 1/3 use alternative medicines. (Source: Marketdata Enterprises 1993 Report)
AFRO-BRAZILIAN 

19. Afro-Brazil’s spiritual and cultural epicenter, is based primarily on the religion of the Yoruba people of Nigeria and Benin, with influences also from Central African Bantu-speaking peoples, as well as from Brazil’s indigenous people. (Source: North American Congress on Latin America, http://www.nacla.org/art_display.php?art=2016)
READING LIST

MIGRATION
1. Even After All This Time : A Story of Love, Revolution, and Leaving Iran by Afschineh Latifi
2. Funny in Farsi : A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America by Firoozeh Dumas
3. Neither East Nor West : One Woman's Journey Through the Islamic Republic of Iran by Christiane Bird
4. The Shape of Culture : A Study of Contemporary Cultural Patterns in the United States by Judith R. Blau, Ernest Q. Campbell 

5. From Vietnam to America: A Chronicle of the Vietnamese Immigration to the United States 
by Gail Paradise Kelly
6. Interviews with Muslim Women of Pakistan by Chiara Angela Kovarik
7. Salt and Saffron by Kamila Shamsie
8. Displacements And Diasporas: Asians In The Americas by Wanni W. Anderson, Robert G. Lee 

CONFLICT
9. Women of Lebanon: Interviews With Champions for Peace by Nelda Lateef
10. Women, Gender, and Human Rights: A Global Perspective by Marjorie Agosin
11. Women of Resilience: The Voices of Women Ex-Combatants by Zimbabwe Women Writers
12. The Paradox of Plenty: Hunger in a Bountiful World by Douglas M. Boucher
13. Human Cargo : A Journey Among Refugees by Caroline Moorehead
14. The Veil and the Male Elite: A Feminist Interpretation of Women's Rights in Islam by Fatima Mernissi
15. Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in a Modern Muslim Society by Fatima Mernissi
16. The Sewing Circles of Herat : A Personal Voyage Through Afghanistan by Christina Lamb
17. Children of Cambodia's Killing Fields: Memoirs by Survivors by Dith Pran, Kim DePaul
18. The Past in Question : Modern Macedonia and the Uncertainties of Nation by Keith Brown
19. Paradise Poisoned: Learning About Conflict, Terrorism and Development from Sri Lanka's Civil Wars by John Richardson
20. The Fall of Yugoslavia by Misha Glenny 

21. The Longest War; The Iran-Iraq Military Conflict by Dilip Hiro 
22. Whispers on the Color Line : Rumor and Race in America by Gary Alan Fine, Patricia A. Turner
23. Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation by Laura Silber, Allan Little
24. The Road to Kosovo: A Balkan Diary by Greg Campbell
IDENTITY
25. Real Choices: Feminism, Freedom, and the Limits of Law by Beth Kiyoko Jamieson 
26. My Mother/My Self : The Daughter's Search for Identity by Nancy Friday
27. Asian American Youth: Culture, Identity, and Ethnicity by Lee, Jennifer and Min Zhou (Eds.)


28. Sexual Identities, Queer Politics by Mark Blasius
29. Negotiating Ethnicity: Second-Generation South Asians Americans Traverse A Transnational World by Bandana Purkayastha
30. Engendering the City: Women Artist and Urban Space (Nexus, Theory and Practice in Contemporary Women's Photography, V 1) by Marsha Meskimmon 

31. Saman by Ayu Utami
32. Beneath the Armor of an Athlete: Real Strength on the Wrestling Mat by Lisa Whitsett 
33. If Each Comes Halfway: Meeting Tamang Women in Nepal by Kathryn S. March 
34. Mirror, Mirror: Self-Portraits by Women Artists by Liz Rideal, Whitney Chadwick, Frances Borzello
35. The Construction of Racial Identity in Children of Mixed Parentage: Mixed Metaphors by Ilan Katz
36. Women's Lives: Multicultural Perspectives by Gwyn Kirk, Margo Okazawa-Rey, Gwyn Kirk, Margo Okazawa-Rey
37. Changing Identities of Chinese Women : Rhetoric, Experience and Self-Perception in 20th Century China by Elisabeth Croll 

38. Arab Women: Between Defiance and Restraint by Suha Sabbagh
39. Messengers of the Wind : Native American Women Tell Their Life Stories by Jane Katz
40. So That You Can Know Me: An Anthology of Pakistani Women Writers by Yasmine Hameed, Asif Aslam Farrukhi
41. Voyage of Hope: Vietnamese Australian Women’s Narratives by Nathalie Huynh Chau Nguyen
DEVOTION
MAY FILM LIST
Conflict

- Sisters in Law (2005) Directed by Kim Longinotto, and Florence Ayisi, UK/Cameroom. An inspirational documentary on the frontlines in a war for justice, SISTERS IN LAW is the story of women lawyers and judges in rural Cameroon, Africa. The film follows these remarkable women both at work in the courtroom and at ease with their children. Four distinct cases are presented dealing with issues of child abuse, rape, domestic violence, and divorce. The female lawyers working on these cases are deeply involved with each client, visiting homes and families, and inspecting their wounds with an eye for justice and hearts full of compassion. In a male dominated society where women are frequently seen as property and children can be used for cheap labor, these women are standing firm on feminist ideals of equality and respect for all. Even as truly harrowing issues are confronted, the film has an air of hope and laughter, proving that even during a struggle there is room for joy.  (Sarah Hanssen)

- La Haine [Hate] (1995) Directed by Mathieu Kassovitz, France. Three friends from different ethnic backgrounds live in the Bluebell housing projects on the outskirts of Paris. Said is an Arab, Hubert is black, Vinz is a Jew. Each of them needs to vent the anger they feel about the police brutality that landed another friend in the hospital. The film depicts their rage against the police whom they see as oppressors. Marginalized economically and politically, without jobs, parents who care, or hope for the future, the streets are their home and they are open targets for police who are shown as brutal and racist. (IMDb) 

-Do the Right Thing (1989) Directed by Spike Lee, USA. This film is an honest, unflinching look at the Bedford-Stuyvesant area of Brooklyn on the hottest day of the summer, and displays the racial tensions that go on between everybody from blacks to whites to Koreans. (IMDb)
- Our Bodies, Their Battleground: Gender Based Violence During War (2004)
Produced by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs/IRIN. Highlights the crisis facing women, girls, and infants throughout the world during conflict, and in its aftermath. With a focus on the situation in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Liberia, this film gives voice to the victims of rape, and other forms of gender based violence, while challenging the culture of impunity that allows these acts to continue. The film also highlights some of the brave work women are doing to heal the wounds and rebuild the shattered lives of the tens of thousands of females affected by these unpunished violent crimes.

- Bombhunters (2005) Directed by Skye Fitzgerald, USA/Cambodia
Between 1968 and 1973, over 20 million bombs, cluster munitions, and landmines were dropped on Cambodia. Over thirty years later, the countryside is still littered with landmines and unexploded ordnance (UXO). To clear their land for farming, and to feed their families, villagers increasingly turn to the harvesting of scrap metal for profit. This is the story of these remarkable individuals, as they search for and dismantle war munitions in order to survive. (www.bombhunters.com)
Migration

- In America (2002) Directed by Jim Sheridan, Ireland. An Irish émigré family settles into a chaotic New York tenement populated by junkies, drag queens and a colorful assortment of characters, and attempt to turn a Gothic horror-movie setting into a true home. Nothing comes without a fight for the parents and while they see America as rife with challenges, dangers and weirdness, their daughters see it as a magical place where anything can happen, a place that might release them all from the anguish of what has come before. (IMDb)
-Spanglish (2004) Directed by James L. Brooks, USA. Flor immigrates to Los Angeles from Mexico in hopes of finding a better life for her and her daughter, Cristina. Hired by the John and Deborah Clasky as their housekeeper, Flor contends with the language barrier, Cristina's budding femininity, and the eccentric Clasky's way of life. (IMDb)
-A Stranger in My Own Skin (2005) Directed by Shabnam Sukhdev, Canada. An Egyptian poetess who immigrated to Canada in 1998 recounts her feelings and experiences about being an immigrant. She objectively observes videos taken in Egypt before she came to Canada and revisits her identity. She realizes that she is not only a misfit in her new found society but was also unable to fit in her own country of origin. 

-Tian mi mi (Comrades, Almost a Love Story) (1996) Directed by Peter Chan, Hong Kong. Jun arrives in Hong Kong from mainland China, hoping to be able to earn enough money to marry his girlfriend back home. He meets the streetwise Qiao and they become friends. As friendship turns into love, problems develop, and although they seem meant for each other they somehow keep missing out. (IMDb)

-Remote Sensing (2001) Directed by Ursula Biemann. In Ursula Biemann’s latest video, she traces the routes and reasons of women who travel across the globe for work in the sex industry. By using the latest images from NASA satellites, the film investigates the consequences of the U.S. military presence in South East Asia as well as European migration politics. This video-essay takes an earthly perspective on cross-border circuits, where women have emerged as key actors and expertly links new geographic technologies to the sexualization and displacement of women on a global scale. By revealing how technologies of marginalization affect women in their sexuality, "Remote Sensing" aspires to displace and resignify the feminine within sexual difference and cultural representation. (www.captivedaughters.org)
Identity

-Amu (2005) Directed by Shonali Bose, India. Amu is the story of Kaju, a twenty-one-year-old Indian American woman who returns to India to visit her family and discover the place where she was born. The film takes a dark turn as Kaju stumbles against secrets and lies from her past. A horrifying genocide that took place twenty years ago turns out to hold the key to her mysterious origins. (IMDb)

- Whale Rider (2002) directed by Niki Caro, New Zealand. A contemporary story of love, rejection and triumph as a young Maori girl fights to fulfill a destiny her grandfather refuses to recognize. (IMDb)
-Boys Don’t Cry (1999) Directed by Kimberly Peirce, USA. Based on actual events. Brandon Teena is the popular new guy in a tiny Nebraska town. He hangs out with the guys, drinking, cussing, and bumper surfing, and he charms the young women, who've never met a more sensitive and considerate young man. Life is good for Brandon, now that he's one of the guys and dating hometown beauty Lana. However, he's forgotten to mention one important detail. It's not that he's wanted in another town for GTA and other assorted crimes, but that Brandon Teena was actually born a woman named Teena Brandon. When his best friends make this discovery, Brandon's life is ripped apart by betrayal, humiliation, rape, and murder.
-Two Women (1999) Directed by Tahmineh Milani, Iran. A sensation when released in 1999 in Iran, Two Women charts the lives of two promising architecture students over the course of the first turbulent years of the Islamic Republic. Tahimine Milani creates this scathing portrait of those traditions - aided by official indifference - which conspire to trap women and stop them from realizing their full potential; the inclusion of frank depictions of domestic violence was hailed by many as a breakthrough in dealing with a long taboo subject. (IMDb)
Devotion 
-My Journey My Islam (1999) Directed by Kay Rasool, Australia. A documentary that features the lives of Muslim women in Australia, India, Pakistan and Britain and documents their relationship with their faith. The journey is taken by the film's director, Indian born Kay Rasool, who takes us through her past in a quest to rediscovering her roots and what it means to be a Muslim woman. The film focuses on the Hijab (veil) and its more extreme version, the Burkha (complete body-covering veil), and charts the attitudes of Muslim women towards it. An insightful documentary that attempts to uncover the many truths of what lies behind the veil. (http://www.middleeastuk.com)
-Tijuana Jews (2005) Directed by Isaac Artenstein, USA. Throughout the early twentieth century thousands of European Jews sailed to Mexico looking for opportunity and escaping increasing persecution at home. A small group made their way north to the border town of Tijuana. Tijuana Jews, is a one-hour documentary and a personal exploration of this community that blended Jewish and Mexican cultures and customs in an unlikely place and time. (LA Weekly)
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